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* Group Bids To Break RSA Transport Hold 
34000205 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
26 Dec 88 p 6 


[Article by John Ryan} 


[Text] Harare—For the first time since 1976, South 
African ports and rail links are handling less than half the 
southern African regions’s foreign trade. 


And this volume could fall to a third when the Southern 
(Limpopo) rail system, linking southern Mozambique 
and Zimbabwe, comes into full operation. 


So says Mr Eddie Cross, managing director of the Beira 
Corridor Group-—The Harare-based organisation repre- 
senting private-sector interests in the drive by black 
African states to reduce their dependence on SA chan- 
nels of communication. 


Western countries and agencies have already pledged 
over R210 million for the upgrading of the Limpopo 
line, which runs from Maputo to Gweru. It is hoped the 
route will be back in full operation next year. But 
ironically, Mr Cross adds, Pretoria’s trade with the 
Frontline States has never been higher and Africa must 
now rank as SA’s biggest single client. 


Pragmatism 


Zimbabwe, he believes, is the only country in the region 
buying less than 50 percent of its imports from SA. That 
figure has been cut to about 20 percent. 


Eddie Cross is an example of pragmatism wrought of 
national pride. He was once chief economist of the 
Agricultural Marketing Authority in the days of UDI 
{Unilateral Declaration of Independence?]. He helped 
lan Smith bust sanctions because he thought his loyalties 
lay with country rather than with government. 


Since independence, he has helped resuscitate Zim- 
babwe’s Dairy Marketing Board and the Cold Storage 
Commission. 


His present appellation is something of a misnomer. The 
Organisation that Mr Cross runs is not, as its title 
suggests, aimed at providing alternative traffic routes 
through the Beira Corridor alone—although that was 
what brought it into being. 


There are now seven corridors which member-countries 
of the Southern African Development Coordination 
Conference are intent on developing to break SA's trans- 
port hold: 


—Tazara Corridor: This is the rail route from Lusaka to 
Dar-es-Salaam, now carrying 18 percent of regional 
overseas trade. Work has begun in the port at Dar— 
which is heavily congested—to rehabilitate eight gen- 
eral cargo berths and build grain silos. The World 
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Bank is funding the conversion of two other berths 
into a container terminal. A total of R350 million will 
be spent to modernise the port. 


—Northern Corridor: From Blantyre in Malawi to 
Mbeya on the Tazara system. Goods travel by road 
and boat (up Lake Malawi) and rail to Dar-es-Salaam. 
This part of the corridor carries 8 percent of Malawi's 
total traffic and | percent of the region’s. 


Another route on which work is in process in this 
corridor is the Blantyre-Nacala link with Mozambique. 
Nacala, probably the best port on the eastern coast, has 
superb container facilities. Refurbishing of the berths 
has been completed but rehabilitation of the rail link on 
the sea side of Nampula has been stalled since April 
because of security problems. However Malawi Railways 
has reached a point 100 km inside Mozambique, with a 
patch-and-repair operation. 


With the recent withdrawal of Tanzanian forces from the 
area, Western donors are trying to conclude security 
arrangements with Mozambique to make available 3,00 
Frelimo troops. France, Canada, and Portugal have 
pledged R125 million for non-lethal military equipment. 


—Tete Corridor: From Blantyre to Harare, this route 
carries 75 percent of Malawi's foreign trade. More 
than 
90 percent of that is traffic with SA. More than 4,000 
vehicles a month use the road, which is completely 
rehabilitated. There is a daily convoy in both direc- 
tions. 


—Sena Corridor: The plan is to link Blantyre to the Sena 
bridge over the Zambezi River, then Sena to Dondo 
and Beira. The route is not yet working. The bridge 
was blown up in 1986 and a section of the line (200 
km) is in MNR hands. Funding is still being sought for 
the repair of the bridge but finances have been secured 
for the track system between Dondo and Blantyre, and 
an Italian contractor is due to move on site in April. 


—Beira Corridor: This corridor runs between Mutare 
and Beira. The project, which is now 40 percent 
completed, is expected to cost almost R800 million 
over a 5-year period, with the European Community 


the largest single donor. 


Of that, R270 million will be spent on rehabilitation the 
port itself. Beira is currently handling about 200,000 tons 
of cargo a month, and port capacity actually exceeds traffic 
on offer. Zambia in particular has been criticised for 
failing to make proper use of the facilities. 


The corridor now carries 25 percent of regional overseas 
trade. Apart from rail and road facilities, there is also the 
fuel pipeline to Zimbabwe, which has been a regular 
target for MNR rebels. On average there are two minor 
acts of sabotage a week in the corridor. 
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Tenders for a new oil terminal at Beira are expected to be 
called next month. One of the next steps will be to 
deepen the access channel to allow tankers and container 
ships of up to 60,000 tons to use the port. 


Limited Traffic 


—Southern (Limpopo) Corridor: This rail link runs 
more than 500 km from Gweru in Zimbabwe to 
Maputo. The line is under rehabilitation, with limited 
commercial traffic. 


It is hoped it will be back in full operation next year. This 
year the route carried about 8 percent of regional over- 
seas traffic. Security remains a problem and rebels have 
often attacked rehabilitation crews. 


In addition to the R210 milion already pledged for the 
project, R90,5 million is under negotiation with Austria, 
Denmark, Italy, Japan, the EC and the African Devel- 
opment Bank. The line could eventually be used by 
Zambia, Botswana and Zaire. 


—Swazi Corndor: Maputo to Komatipoort and Swaziland 
along the Ressano Garcia and Goba lines. After 5 
months of quiet earlier in the year, the MNR is again 
active in this area and trains returning with contract 
workers from South Africa have been frequent targets. 
However, joint security forces have recently stepped up 
their operations along the route. 


At the September meeting between the South African 
and Mozambican leaders, President Botha undertook 
that SA would make greater use of the port at Maputo. 
South African traffic through Maputo has fallen steadily 
over the past 7 years. Last year a mere 650,000 tons 


passed through the port. 


Nearly R80 million will be spent on this corridor over 
the next three years. 


Mr Cross says that, apart from being able to break the 
South African stranglehold on communications, the 
regional states could save up to 40 percent in transport 
costs by moving goods through Mozambique instead of 
South Africa. This would represent about 8 percent in 
net export earnings. 


Asked why Pretoria should undertake to support Maputo 
when it stood to lose revenue through neighbouring 
states making less use of its own ports, Mr Cross replied: 
“Maybe it’s part of its programme to move out of 
isolation with the rest of Africa. Or maybe it’s an attempt 
at even greater economic hegemony, underscoring its 
position as financial leader in the region. South Africa’s 
doing pretty well that way, as it is.” 
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Use of Southern Trade Routes Discouraged 
MB1402195589 Lusaka Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 14 Feb 89 


[Text] Tanzanian Minister of Communications and 
works Mustafa Nyan’anyi has called on SADCC coun- 
tries to continuously [words indistinct] to disengage 
themselves from using southern routes for trade in view 
of threats from racist South Africa. Speaking at the 
opening of the 36th ordinary meeting of the council of 
ministers of TAZARA [Tanzania-Zambia Railway 
Authority], Comrade Nyan’anyi said the political and 
economic stability of SADCC member states is under 
threat due to pressure from South Africa. He pointed out 
that TAZARA [words indistinct] is giving all the support 
in helping promoting economic cooperation and integra- 
tion in the region. 


And speaking at the same function, Power, Transport, and 
Communications Minister Brigadier General Enos 
Haimbe said TAZARA has [words indistinct] the vital and 
strategic facility not only to the two countries but also to 
SADCC and a number of Preferential Trade Area coun- 
tries. He told the 2-day meeting being held at the Intercon- 
tinental Hotel that the management of the railway author- 
ity should embark on a more aggressive marketing strategy 
to offset [words indistinct] from the region. 


The meeting, which is being chaired by Gen Haimbe, is 
also attended by Minister of State for National Commis- 
sion for Development Planning Rabson Chongo and Com- 
rade Mulondwe Muzungo of commerce and industry. 


SADCC Chief on ‘Successful’ Luanda Conference 
MB1302131089 Gaborone Domestic Service 
in English 1110 GMT 13 Feb 89 


[Text] The executive secretary of the Southern African 
development Coordination Conference, SADCC, Dr 
Simba Makoni, has said that the organization's ninth 
consultative conference, held in the Angolan capital— 
Luanda—2 weeks ago, was very successful. Addressing a 
press conference this morning at Radio Botswana, Dr 
Makoni said the conference was very well attended, both 
in terms of the numbers of delegations as well as the 
levels of representation of the different delegations. 


Dr Makoni said the conference was a landmark in a 
number of respects. He said it was the first one to be held 
in Angola, and at a time when important developments 
were taking place in the region. He mentioned the signing 
of the New York agreement in December, setting the scene 
for Namibia's independence and peace for Angola. 
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He said the conference focused on the theme of the 
productive sector as the engine of growth in develop- 
ment. Dr Makoni said there was general consensus on 
providing a central role for the business community to be 
the engine in this (?thrust) for investment in trade. 


Dr Makoni said the conference also noted the progress 
being achieved in the SADCC program of action, partic- 
ularly in transport and communications, food security, 
and the agricultural research sectoral programs. He said 


this progress made even more pertinent the drive for 
investment in production. The conference also con- 
curred on measures needed to be taken in order to ensure 
that the program runs smoothly. 


Dr Makoni also said the conference also hoped that the 
process of transition to independence for Namibia 
would be smooth, and conccrn was also expressed at the 
decision to reduce the size of the transitional adminis- 
trative group of the United Nations in Namibia. 
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Chad 


Habre Returns From Air Afrique Summit 
AB0302195489 Ndjamena Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 3 Feb 89 


[Excerpt] The heads of state summit of Air Afrique 
member countries ended yesterday in Yamoussoukro, 
Ivory Coast. The president of the Republic, who took 
part in this summit, this afternoon returned to Ndja- 
mena with the delegation that accompanied him. [pas- 
sage omitted] 


Gabon 


Borgo Says Church Quarrel Harms National Unity 
AB1102112889 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
0730 GMT 11 Feb 89 


[Text] The division within the Gabonese Evangelical 
Church prompted a meeting yesterday between President 
E] Hadj Omar Bongo and all the country’s pastors. The 
major problem is the quarrel between two pastors, Rev 
Nang Essono and Rev Sima Ndong. They are both quar- 
reling over the leadership of the church. The head of state 
flared up against the two pastors, who according to the 
national daily, L’ UNION, have distorted the nature of the 
problem with tribal and ethnic considerations. During this 
meeting, which indicated the profound malaise within the 
church, President Bongo called for the restoration of unity 
and warned those in charge in the church to prevent the 
situation from getting out of control. 


[Begin Bongo recording] The problem we are confronted 
with now is the unity of your church. Do you really feel 
that such unity will be restored by persisting in this or 
that course of action? Do you think that the unity of your 
church will be achieved by issuing threats against one 
another? Do you think that you will achieve the happi- 
ness of your church by heeding the advice of those who 
are neither pastors nor anything else, but are simply the 
chairmen of certain organizations? 


I know some of you came here with preconceived ideas. 
To those persons, I will say this: | am a champion of 
dialogue, but I am not opening a dialogue with you, 
because we have nothing to hold a dialogue about. | 
called this meeting simply to tell you that what you are 
doing is detrimental to national unity. You must know, 
however, that if the situation ever gets our of control, I 
will spare no one. Those responsible for this would be 
removed. [end recording] 


Sao Tome 


Finance Minister Announces Currency Devaluation 
AB1402165089 Paris AFP in French 1252 GMT 
14 Feb 89 


(Text] Sao Tome, 14 Feb (AFP)}—Agapito Mends Dias, 
Sao Tome’s minister of economy and finance, has 
announced a 20-percent devaluation of the local cur- 
rency, the dobra, whose exchange rate for today moved 
from 100 to 120 dobras to the dollar. 
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This devaluation is part of the economic adjustment mea- 
sures adopted last month during negotiations between Sao 
Tome authorities, the World Bank, and the IMF, within the 
context of the economic recovery program launched in July 
1987. Upon the recommendation of the IMF at that time, 
the dobra was devalued by about 48 percent and the 
exchange rate set at 100 dobras to the dollar. 


Meanwhile, the government has decided to cut subsidies 
on all essential commodities except flour and milk, 
which are subsidized by 40 percent and 10 percent 
respectively. 


With the devaluation of the dobra comes a rise in the 
price of certain commodities. The price of rice has 
increased from 52 dobras to 100 dobras per kg, while 
electricity rates have increased by 100 to 280 percent. 
Charges for internal communications have been 
increased by 50 percent and international communica- 
tions by 170 percent. 


The work week has been reduced from 45 to 40 hours, 
that is 5 instead of 6 days, and salaries have increased by 
12 and 15 percent. Agapito Mendes Dias also announced 
a reform in the credit system, as ~ci: as measures to 
check black marketing. 


Zaire 


Students Demonstrate Again Over Transport 
LD1502105689 Paris Domestic Service in French 
0630 GMT 15 Feb 8&9 


[Text] Zaire students went out in the streets of Kinshasa 
again yesterday. They were about | ,000 asking for more 
numerous and less expensive buses. It seems that no one 
was hurt when police dispersed them but tension has not 
lessened since last Thursday, Danielle Lefebre: 


[Lefebre] Apparently, the Zairean students did not listen 
to the message delivered by the marshal president who, 
in the name of the general secretariat of the party, 
invited them to show patience and discipline. It is a week 
now since the students have been protesting against the 
near-doubling of the public transport fares and the 
insufficient number of [word indistinct] buses. As () 
days passed, the movement which the president tended 
to play down in Paris when leaving after his talks with 
President Mitterrand last Thursday, has now spread. 
From the 100 discontented in the beginning there are 
now thousands of demonstrators and the civil guard and 
paratroopers’ brigade have been deployed in the streets 
of Kinshasa. Will the head of state come on the front line 
to calm the disturbances? Already last month he 
announced that large amounts of money had been made 
available to solve the public transport problem. Three 
hundred buses are expected, having been ordered from 
Morocco and France. There are currently only some 100 
buses running in Kinshasa to serve 4 million inhabitants. 
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Government Closes Education Institutions 
AB1502134889 Paris AFP in French 1300 GMT 
15 Feb 89 


[Text] Kinshasa, 15 Feb (AFP)}—The Zairian Govern- 
ment decided to close as of today all institutions of 
higher education in Kinshasa following student unrest 
which began a week ago in the streets of the capital. In a 
communique broadcast at midday by the national radio, 
La Voix du Zaire, the government explained that the 
institutions concerned are the University of Kinshasa, 
the Higher Medical Institute (ISM), the School of 
Health, the National Pedagogical Institute (INP), and 
the Higher Institute for Applied Technology (ISTA). 


In addition, the text stated that as of | March 1989, 
“only students who are regularly enrolled in their tina! 
year and those in their next to last year at Kinshasa 
University would be allowed to resume classes.” “After 
the closure, no violent actions nor unruly assemblies will 
be tolerated. Anybody found disobeying this measure 
will be arrested and sent to court,” the communique 
concluded. 


Kinshasa University Closed 
LD1502161189 Paris Domestic Service in French 
1245 GMT 15 Feb 89 


[Text] Closure of Kinshasa University—this measure 
comes after 2 days of unrest and after violent incidents 
yesterday between students and police. It may be recalled 
that Zairean students have been protesting for some time 
over the high cost and scarcity of transportation. 


Bukavu Radio on Closing 
EA1602104689 Bukavu Domestic Service 
in French 0430 GMT 16 Feb 89 


[Text] A statement issued by the Executive Council says 
that the University of Kinshasa and some institutes of 
higher education in the Zairian capital, whose students 
disobeyed the party's line of action, have been closed. 
The closure order applies to the University of Kinshasa, 
the Higher Institute of Medical Studies, the National 
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Teacher Training Institute, and the Higher Institute of 
Applied Technology. The School of Health Education on 
the campus of the University of Kinshasa was also 
mentioned in the statement. Only final year students and 
those who are about to graduate from the University of 
Kinshasa and who are duly registered will be allowed to 
resume courses as of | March 1989. 


In the same statement, the Executive Council [words 
indistinct] public [word indistinct] that the founder 
president, who returned to Kinshasa from Gbadolite 2 
days ago, monitored the development of events while he 
was in Europe. He (?asked) the Executive Council to call 
for moderation. Unfortunately, the students did not 
follow this advice [words indistinct]. Marshal Mobutu 
Sese Seko, having closely examined the development of 
the situation, approved all the decisions proposed by the 
Executive Council. 


The statement concludes by saying that, following the 
closure, no acts of violence or gatherings will be toler- 
ated. Anybody who ignores this ban will be arrested and 
taken to court. As you can see, the Executive Council 
takes public order seriously. [Bukavu Domestic Service 
in Swahili at 0410 GMT on 16 February adds that 
Kinshasa students had been accused of rioting in the 
streets of Kinshasa.] 


Anti- Committee Set Up 
AB1002114489 Dakar PANA in French 0846 GMT 
lt Feb 89 


[Text] Kinshasa, 10 Feb (AZAP/PANA)—Zaire has just 
set up a national anti-apartheid committee whose objec- 
tive is to direct, coordinate, and support all actions 
aimed at eliminating this racist system from the RSA. 


According to the national radio, LA VOIX DU ZAIRE, 
this committee was set up by an ordinance signed by the 
Zairian head of state, Marshal Mobutu Sese Seko. 
Headed by Hambembo Mfumu Wa Utadi, executive 
secretary of the MPR in charge of relations with friendly 
and brotherly parties, this committee includes represen- 
tatives of several national organizations and ministerial 


departments. 
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Ethiopia 
Tigray Rebels Repel Government Advance 
EA1502124089 (Clandestine) Voice of Tigray 


Revolution in Tigrinya to Ethiopia 0400 GMT 
15 Feb 89 


[Excerpt] Combatants of the heroic People’s Army of the 
Tigray People’s Liberation Front have attacked dispir- 
ited WPE troops who advanced from Amba Giorgis to 
(Werk Demb) in Gonder Region, in an attempt to bring 
key positions under control. [The enemy, who were 
supported by fighter aircraft and heavy artillery fire, 
were repulsed. 


During the fighting, which took place on 12 February, 
our combatants killed 30 enemy troops, wounded 49, 
and captured 7 others. The location of another 20 troops 
is not yet known. Our combatants also seized 32 Kalash- 
nikov rifles. [passage omitted] 


Somalia 


‘Defecting’ Footballers Claim Deception 
EA1102191889 Mogadishu Domestic Service 
in Somali 1400 GMT 11 Feb 89 


[Text] A press conference attended by local and foreign 
journalists was held today at the headquarters of the 
SDR Ministry of Information and National Guidance, 
and was attended by members of the MBC football team 
which took part in the ongoing football tournament 
between various clubs representing several countries in 
this region in Nairobi. The press conference was also 
attended by senior officials of the SDR football federa- 
tion, SDR Ministry of Information and National Guid- 
ance and SDR Sports and Social Affairs Ministry. 


The press conference was addressed by the footballers 
who were deceived. They said that enemies of the SDR 
deceived them with lies which were far from the actual 
truth. The footballers said that they were deceived with 
promises and finally decided to return home voluntarily. 
They added that they were warmly and sympathetically 
received by the represe:.iatives of the SDR Football 
Federation, the government and members of their fam- 
ilies. The footballers begged the Somali pubiic for for 
forgiveness for having been lured into doing what they 
did in Nairob:, Kenya. 


Answering questions on the future of the footballers, the 
chairman of the MBC club said that they will continue 
playing their role in the club and that the matter would be 
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considered simply as a maneuvre by enemies of the SDR. 
He added that they will be playing their first match during 
the forthcoming clubs competition on 16th February. 


Comrade Abdirashid Sheikh Ahmed, the SDR minister 
for information and national guidance, speaking at the 
press conference, said that the enemies of the SDR 
attempied to manipulate this issue and are likely to use 
similar tactics again to discredit the Somali people and 
their government. The team manager of the MBC who 
accompanied the team to Nairobi said, that a represen- 
tative of the United Nations High Commission for 
Refugees (UNHCR) was requested to come to the airport 
to see and speak to the players and confirm that they 
were going back to Somalia voluntarily but surprisingly 
no one from the UNHCR office in Nairobi turned up, 
and he wondered where they got their fabricated stories 
that the players were attempting to defect and seek 
asylum in Kenya. 


President Receives Libyan Armed Forces Chief 
EA1502120789 Mogadishu Domestic Service 
in Somali 0330 GMT 15 Feb 89 


[Excerpt] Comrade Mohamed Siad Barre, the SDR pres- 
ident, [words indistinct] chief of general staff who 
arrived in the country yesterday. He handed the SDR 
president a message from Mr Mu'ammar al-Qadhdhafi, 
the Libyan leader. The message concerns ways of 
strengthening unity and cooperation within the Arab 
nation. The envoy explained to the president a proposal 
made by Mu’ammar al- Qadhdhafi for Somalia, Dji- 
bouti, the two Yemens and Oman [words indistinct] like 
other Arab countries, so that they can develop their 
economy, strengthen their unity, and defend themselves 
against any threat they may encounter. The Libyan 
envoy also [w rd indistinct] the Libyan leader's proposal 
for Arab countries to enhance their unity, settle their 
economic [words indistinct] problems, and develop sci- 
entific research, water, fuel, grain, and power projects. 


Comrade Mohamed Siad Barre welcomed the ideas pre- 
sented by the Libyan leader [words indistinct} that wil 
greatly assist economic cooperation among Arab countries. 
Comrade Siad said that the SDR has always striven for a 
united, developed, and fraternal Arab nation [word indis- 
tinct}. The president asked the envoy to pass his greetings 
to Mr Mu’ammar al-Qadhdhafi, the Libyan leader, and to 
the government and fraternal people of Libya. Mr Abu 
Bakr Yunis [words indistinct] thanked the president for 
the hospitable reception and warm welcome he had 
received in the couniry. [passage omitted] 
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Further on Detainees Hunger Strike 


Tutu Unable To Participate in Fast 
MB1502151989 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1253 GMT 15 Fet 89 


[Text] Johannesburg Feb 15 SAPA—The oresident of 
the World Alliance of Reformed Churches, Dr Allan 
Boesak, today enters the fourth day of a hunger strike in 
sympathy with olitical detainees, SABC radio news 
reports. 


However, Archbishop Desmond Tutu, head of the Angli- 
can Church in South Africa, has said a pending overseas 
trip is the reason why he cannot take part in the hunger 
strike. A spokesman for Archbishop Tutu said today he 
could not take part in the hunger strike because he is 
leaving for Zimbabwe on Saturday, and soon after for 
Angola and Nicaragua, but he was called for sympathy 
fasts on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. 


Dr Boesak is in Johannesburg today, attending a South 
African Council of Churches meeting, but a spokesman 
for his office said he was in good health. 


Both Dr Boesak and Archbishop Tutu are due to have 
talks in Cape Town tomorrow with the minister of law 
and order, Mr Adriaan Vlok, on the hunger strike. 


of Fast Urged 
MB1502154189 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1538 GMT 15 Feb 89 


{Text} Johannesburg Feb 15 SAPA—The South African 
Council of Churches [SACC] will request that those hunger 
striking detainees in a critical condition suspend their fast 
until after church leaders leaders had consulted with law 
and order minister, Mr Adriaan Vlok, tomorrow. 


SACC Secre«ary General Rev Frank Chikane today said 
at a press conference in Johannesburg that church lead- 
ers, including himself, Anglican Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu and Dr Alla: Boesak would put it to Mr Viok that 
the only solution to the detainees hunger strike crisis 
would be to release them. 


“We are concerned that detainees who are now on the 
23rd day of the hunger strike are entcring a critical phase 
in which their health could be permanently damaged,” 
Mr Chikane said. “Among these are many youthiul 
detainees who may never recover unless a resolution is 
immediately found to the problem.” 


He said the SACC urged detainees in hospital and at 
Diepkloof Prison, “Who are already in the danger zone” 

to suspend their hunger strike while church leaders, 
lawyers, community leaders and the public attempted to 
resolve the problem. 


“We are not asking them to end the hunger strike, only to 
suspend their action.” 
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He said Mr Viok appeared to be open to addressing the 
hunger strike problem. 


While the detainees had demanded that they be charged 

or be released immediately, the SACC saw no reason for 
“The only solution is to release them. If Viok 

doesn’t release them they could lose their lives.” 


Rev Sam Buti, moderator of the NG church in Africa, 
who yesterday joined the hunger strike in solidarity with 
the detainees called on his “sister” churches in South 
Africa, including the Dutch Reformed Church to also 
identify with the hunger strikers. 


Students Begin Sympathy Hunger Strike 
MB1502153689 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1249 GMT 15 Feb 89 


[Text] Johannesburg, Feb 16, SAPA—Presidents of stu- 
dent’s representative councils [SRC] from five South 
African universities begin an eight day fast at 6pm today 
in solidarity with hunger striking detainees held in South 


African prisons. 


The group includes NUSAS [National Union of South 
African Students] president Lindsay Valkov, Wits [Wits- 
watersrand] SRC President Bettina von Lieres, Pieter- 
maritzburg SRC President Volker Wedekind, Durban 
SRC President Penny Mckenzie, UCT SRC President 
Geordie Ratcliffe, Rhodes SRC President Rod Dixon, 
the chairman of the NUSAS local committee at Stellen- 
bosch university, Leslee Durr. 


At a press conference this afternoon the group of hunger 
strikers called on Law and Order Minister Adriaan Viok 
to publish in writing the crimes of those whose lives he 
has destroyed through detention without trial. 


“We don’t believe the minister is up to this task, for 
behind his high sounding phrases concerning ‘law and 
order’ and ‘public safety’ lies a moral vacuum. 


“The government likes us to think of its opponents as 
criminals. It would like us to believe that those it has 
incarcerated without trial have committed some or other 
crime. The government is lying. It ir lying to us and the 
international community, for we believe that those it has 
placed behind bars are committed to peace and justice. 


“In any society where those ideals are norms, they would 
be treasured citizens. We support the detainees demand 
to be charged or released. We see the demand as a 
response to the intransigence of a government that is 
yr vee on criminalising the voice of the majority of South 
Africans.” 


The detainees’ hunger strike was a tragic situation, 
because the detainees had been forced to risk their lives 
to highlight their plight, and the government had shown 
the full extent of its callousness. The “morally bankrupt” 
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government undermined the autonomy of the courts, yet 
remained unwilling to use those courts to charge those 
“it maintains undermine the safety of the public. ” 


The National Union of STudents in t!:e United King- 
dom [NUSUK] said in a statement today that it sup- 
ported the action of the hunger striking students, and 
members of the NUSUK National Executive would be 
fasting during the coming week. 


The NUSUK president, Maeve Sherlock, said it would 
step up its recently launched campaign around deten- 
tions of youth and student Jeaders in South Africa 
notably Tiego Moseneke, the former national presideni 
of SANSCO [South African National Students Coalition] 
NUSUK had also written to the UK Foreign Office, 
raising the issue of the hunger strike, Miss Sherlock said. 


The hunger striking students will be drinking only water. 
Their fast will end at 6pm next Thursda’ 


PAC Supperts Hunger ke 
MB1502155089 Johannesburg SAPA in cugish 
1437 GMT 15 Feb 89 


[Excerpt] Harare Feb 15 SAPA—The banned Pan Afn- 
canist Congress [PAC] of Azania today expressed soli- 
darity with detainees on hunger strike in South African 
jails, reports the Zimbabwe news agency, ZIANA. 


In a staterrent signed by Administrative Secretary Joe 
Mkwanazi (this name does not appear on SAPA's listed 
person rota) the PAC also condemned the banning of 
meetings in solidanty with the detainees and demanded 
the immediate release of all detainees. “We of the PAC 
believe that political detainees, some of whom have been 
incarcerated for more than two years without trial, need 
not have been in detention in the first place since their only 
sin is that of challenging the evil system which has been 
condemned worldwide,” the PAC said. [passage omitted] 


COSATU Urges Abolishing Detentions 
MB1502154589 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1344 GMT 15 Feb 89 


[Text] Johannesburg, Feb 15, SAPA—Employers should 
publicly state their position on detention without trial, 
the trades union federation COSATU said in a statement 
today. 


“Management must back up its anti-apartheid platitudes 
or stand openly with the government's relentless attack 
on human rights.” 


COSATU said it was discussing solidarity support for 
emergency detainees on hunger strike, many of whom 
were either COSATU and UDF members. 
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Repeated calls for the abolition of detention without trial 
had been made over the years, and deaths in detention had 
graphically emphasised its inherent brutality. “The present 
protest action of detainees is a desperate attempt to end 
the slow death of indefinite and arbitrary detention. 


“Some of our comrades have been in apartheid prisons 
for over three years without reason and without end in 
sight. Many of the detainees were not even questioned 
after their detention—they were mezely dumped into the 
care of prison wardens. This form of detention, arbitrary 
anc indefinite, is in itself a form of torture which causes 
mental suffering to the detainees and their families.” 


Lawyers, human rights organisations, international orga- 
nisations and the people of the country had called for the 
abolition of detention without trial. 


COSATU asked, after the deaths in detention of Steve 
Biko, Neil Aggeit, Andries Raditsela and Alfred Maka- 
leng, how many more deaths must there be before “this 
even system is abolished?” 


“We do not accept that this government has supreme 
and absolute power over the lives of our peopie. 


“We condemn the fact that our comrades are forced to 
go on a hunger strike to draw attention 1/0 the continuing 
persecution of anti-apartheid activists through emer- 
gency detention,” the statement said. 


Black Sash on Sympathy Hunger Strike 
MB1602056089 Johanne burg SAPA in English 
0030 GMT 16 Feb 8&9 


[Text] Johannesburg Feb 15 SAPA—Members of the 
Transvaal regional counci! of the Black Sash today 
unanimously agreed to go on a two-day fast tomorrow 
[16 Feb] in protest against cetentions. 


A Black Sash spokeswoman said the decision was taken 
at the council’s meeting in Johannesburg. At least 30 
people would participate in the fast, she added. 


“The Black Sash salutes the courage of the detainees on 
hunger strike,” she told SAPA. 


“We call on a!l Black Sash members and members of the 
public to join us.” 


Hunger Strikers End Fast 
MB1602083689 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0833 GMT 16 Feb 89 


[Text] Johannesburg Feb 16 SAPA—The Diepkloof hun- 
ger strikers ended their fast at 0700 [05CO GMT] this 
morning, lawyers representing the detainees said at a 
meeting in Johannesburg today. 
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They said tha after successful talks with Minister 
Adriaan Vlok on Tuesday [14 Feb] afternoon, the facts of 
the meeting had been piaced before their clients, who 
had then made the decision to end the strike. 


The lawyers emphasised that they represented the 
Diepkloof hunger-strikers only. They said no deal had 
been reached with Minister Vlok that he would release 
the hunger-strikers if they ceased their protest fast. 


Mr Azhar Cachalia said, however, that the impression 
had been that the minister was sincere in his wish to find 
a way to free the men which would at the same time not 
embarrass the government. 


No commitment on Mr Vlok’s part to release large 
groups of the detainees was made but he had encouraged 
their representatives to make submissions on behalf of 
individuals. 


“I expect a lot (of the hunger-s' ikers) to be released,” 
said Ms Priscilla Jana, another lawyer present at the 
meeting. She said she expected the elease to start taking 
effect almost immediately. Ms Jana said she did not 
expect those released to be charged once they were freed. 


A statement on behalf of the Diepkloof strikers was read 
out at the meeting, at the Central Methodist Church in 
Johannesburg. 


“Following calls made to us by various community and 
church leaders, including Rev Frank Chikane, Rev Alan 
Boesak and Archbishop Desmond Tutu, and following 
discussions between our legal representatives and Min- 
ister Vlok, we have decided to suspend our hunger 
strike,” the statement said. 


“The suspension will be effective from 0700 on 16 
February 1989. The suspension applies only to the 
Diepkloof Prison.” 


The statement said the decision was taken after consid- 
eration of several factors, which included: 


““1. The serious concern among our families, church 
leaders and community representati: +s for our health. 
They were particularly concerned about the long-term 
effect the hunger strike may have on younger detainees. 


“2. For the first time Minister Viok has met with our 
lawyers. He has informed our lawyers that he is now 
personally reviewing the calls of each one of us. 


“*3. The release of some detainees in other parts of the 
country is another indication that there may be a change 
of heart of the minister.” 


“There have been broken promises in the past. We hope 
this is not the case now,” the statement said. 
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The statement, from the detainee community at Diepk- 
loof Prison, including those who have been hospitalised, 
said it had to be emphasised that their drastic form of 
action in going on hunger-strike had been a last resort. 
They said, however, they felt their action had not been 
fruitless. 


“On the contrary, an important victory has been won. 
We have succeeded in our principal objective, that is, to 
highlight the desperate plight of the detainees and to 
protest at arbitrary detention.” 


The detainees thanked their families, community lead- 
ers, lawyers, the international communities and the 
numerous Organisations and tens of thousands of people 
who stood by them “during this difficult period.” 


“Let us look forward to the day when South Africa 
becomes a truly democratic state where detention with- 
out trial will have no place,” the statement said. 


The lawyers said although they could only speak for the 
Diepkloof detainees, representatives of the Port Eliza- 
beth strikers were expected to meet Minister Vlok this 
afternoon. 


They said the release of detainees could be expected to 
start “almost immediately.” 


Pressed on the number they expected to be released, Ms 
Cathy Satchwell said “a substantial amount.” 


Winnie Mandela ‘Team’ Said Linked to Murder 
MB1502155689 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1317 GMT 15 Feb 89 


[Text] Cape Town Feb 15 SAPA—Mrs Winnie Mandela, 
wife of jailed ANC leader Nelson Mandela, refused to 
comment after a lengthy meeting with her husband at the 
Victor Verster Prison outside Paarl today. Mrs Mandela, 
accompanied by her daughter Zinzi, refused to speak to 
journalists at the airport where she was met by Mrs 
Farieda Omar, wife of advocate Mr Dullah Omar and 
human rights lawyer Mr Essa Moosa. 


Mr Moosa confirmed that Mrs Mandela had talks with 
her husband, but said she had nothing to say and had 
returned to Johannesburg. He said as far as he was aware 
she was not planning to hold a press conference. 


Reports said Mrs Mandela had discussed her controver- 
sial football club and the death of Stompie Moeketsi with 
her husband. It was reported by SABC news that she had 
spent two 40 minute period with her husband and that 
she had appeared calm when she left the prison, but that 
she had refused to speak to journalists. 


Poli:e said the corpse’s fingerprints were compared to 
those on police records relating to a pending charge 
against Stompie. The 14-year-old activist would have 
appeared in Parys on February 22 on a charge that he 
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incited people to boycott the municipal elections. 
Because the body had been so badly decomposed, special 
forensic methods were used to obtain fingerprints from 
the corpse. 


Police indicated that the nature of the police investiga- 
tion would now change. Previously the top-level investi- 
gation, in as far as it related to Stompie, had been one of 
a missing person. Because there appeared to be stab 
wounds on Stompie’s neck, it would now become a 
murder investigation. 


A senior police spokesman said police were not prepared 
to identify the people they were questioning, but he gave 
an assurance that police would follow up all possible 
leads, and would question all people who might be able 
to assist the police. 


Observers said police would probably gain as much as 
possible information before approaching Winnie Man- 
dela, whose “soccer team” had been linked by Johanaes- 
burg newspapers to Stompie’s disappearance, because 
each police encounter with the Mandela family was sure 
to precipitate a howl of international outrage. 


Police Detain, Release Driver 
MB1502172889 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1709 GMT 15 Feb 89 


[Text] Johannesburg, Feb 15, SAPA—Police briefly held 
Mrs Winnie Mandela’s driver today as she drove from 
Jan Smuts Airport after visiting her husband Nelson 
Mandela, the jailed ANC leader, in Cape Town. 


Police Spokesman Capt R.H.V. Bloomberg told SAPA 
tonight Mrs Mandela’s car was impounded “for exami- 
nation purposes” in connection with the Stompie affair. 


“Mrs Mandela was immediately allowed to proceed to 
her residence,” he said, adding “the driver ... was taken 
to the nearest police station for identification purposes.” 
The unidentified driver was later “dropped off at his 
home” in Soweto, Capt Bloomberg said. 


Winnie Mandela Harms ANC Image 
MB1602054389 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0500 GMT 16 Feb 89 


[Station commentary] 


[Text] There are several disturbing aspects surrounding 
the furor over Mrs Winnie Mandela and the Mandela 
United Football Club in Soweto. Not least of these 
concerns the reports of black-on-black violence in events 
involving the club. Equally disturbing is the role of 
young children in the current conflict in Soweto. Then 
there is the question of why Mrs Mandela needs such a 
large corps of bodyguards, and precisely what their role 
is. According to one newspaper report the Mandela 
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United Football club is, we quote, one of the most hated 
Organizations in Soweto, and the contempt of the com- 
munity for the lawless youths is well known. 


The broader aspect of recent developments concerns the 
position in the political arena of Mrs Mandela, and more 
particularly her relationship with the African National 
Congress. Before the banning of the ANC in 1960, Mrs 
Mandela was chairman of the Orlando branch and she also 
served on the National Executive of the Women’s League 
of the African National Congress. In more recent years, she 
has been prominent in militant politics. Her bodyguards 
parade in the colors of the ANC. In 1986, at a time when 
the civilized world was shocked at the barbaric necklace 
murders, Mrs Mandela made the notorious statement: 
Together, hand-in-hand with our boxes of matches and our 
necklaces, we shall liberate this country. 


It was precisely the necklace murders that, for many in 
Overseas countries, changed perceptions of the ANC. 
Increasingly, the ANC was seen not in the image it 
sought to portray of a liberation movement but as a 
murderous terrorist organization. Indicative of this have 
been Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher’s public con- 
demnation of the ANC’s strategy of violence and the 
classification by the United States Defense Department 
of the ANC as a terrorist organization. 


So badly was the international image of the ANC dented 
that it launched a diplomatic offensive in Western capitals 
aimed at presenting itself as a moderate movement with 
reasonable policies. It also said that it would no longer 
attack civilian targets but only state institutions, a state- 
ment that has not always accorded with the actual actions 
of the ANC. These moves, in turn, have led to dissension 
within the upper ranks of the organization. The divide is 
between the old guard and younger hardliners. 


The split in the African National Congress has been 
present for some time. It has now reached crisis propor- 
tions because of the controversy surrounding Winnie 
Mandela. Her actions, and those of the Mandela United 
Football Club, have become an embarrassment to the 
ANC leadership. And to the extent that their actions are 
perceived to reflect the militant strategies of the hardli- 
ners in the ANC this will further exacerbate the divisions 
in the African National Congress. 


NEW NATION Urges ‘Club’ Disbanded 
MB1602111789 Johannesburg NEW NATION 
in English 16-22 Feb 89 p 6 


[Editorial] 


[Text] We have remained silent on the saga surrounding 
Winnie Mandela and her football club. 


We decided not to engage in hysterical reporting on “the 
club” because we felt it necessary to wait until the 
process set up by the community to resolve the mater 
had run its course. 
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However, the urgency of the matter and the apparent 
breakdown of this process compels us to address it now. 


The controversy surrounding “the team” is the direct 
manifestation of government action in clamping down on 
our organisations and declaring the state of emergency. 


In removing organisations of the people and their struc- 
tures, as well as the detention of leaders, the government 
seeks to create confusion among the people and make 
space of unruly elements to gain ascendancy. 


The objective is to foment tension and mutual suspicion, 
giving rise to the emergence of vigilante forces who work 
hand-in-hand with the apartheid system against the 
people. 


That the “Mandela Football X1” has not been account- 
able to the community in any manner, has been a source 
of great concern and anger in the community. 


Any structure that claims to represent our leaders MUST 
submit itself to the discipline of the people. 


The principle of accountability ensures that our struc- 
tures and our leaders always act within a given mandate 
and are answerable to those who elected them or look up 
to them for leadership. 


Nelson Mandela symbolises the nonracial and demo- 
cratic ideals we are striving for, the hope for our country. 


For these reasons, we cannot allow his name to be sullied 
in this fashion. 


While we do not want to sit in judgement of Winnie, we 
want to state that no individual is greater than the 
people. Her “football team” or “bodyguards” should be 
disbanded and submit to our leaders. 


We want to believe that the time has come for the mass 
democratic movement to take up this issue and ensure 
that all parties in this controversial issue submit to its 
discipline and dictates. 


‘Democratic Movement’ Shuns Winnie Mandela 
MB1602112489 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1115 GMT 16 Feb 89 


[Text] Johannesburg Feb 16 SAPA—The “mass demo- 
cratic movement”, represented by the Trade Unions 
Federation, COSATU, and the now restricted United 
Democratic Front, have “‘distanced” themselves [from] 
Mrs Winnie Mandela, wife of jailed ANC leader, Nelson 
Mandela. 


At a press conference today attended by the president of 
the UDF, Archie Gumede, and the president of 
COSATU, Elijah Barayi, and addressed by former acting 
publicity secretary for the UDF, Murphy Morobe, out- 
rage was expressed “at Mrs Mandela’s complicity in the 
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recent abductions and assault of Stompie” referring to 
14-year-old activist, Stompie Moeketsi, whose stabbed 
body was found in Soweto in January and identified by 
police yesterday. 


“Had Stompie and his three colleagues not been 
abducted by Mrs Mandela’s ‘football team’’, he would 
have been alive today.“ 


In a statement read out at the press conference, the 
Soweto community was asked to exercise the “dis- 
tancing” in a dignified manner. Unqualified support was 
reaffirmed for jailed ANC leader, Nelson Mandela, and 
a call was made for his immediate release. 


“These actions associated with this football team, and 
even with members of his family should never be used to 
undermine the esteem in which we still hold Comrade 
Nelson.” 


The statement said the democratic movement had 
fought uncompromisingly against violations of human 
rights from whatever quarters. 


“We are not prepared to remain silent where those who 
are violating human rights claim to be doing so in the 
name of the struggle against apartheid. 


“We are of the view that Mrs Mandela has abused the 
trust and confidence which she has enjoyed over the 
years. She has not been a member of any of the demo- 
cratic structures of the UDF and COSATU, and she has 
often acted without consulting the democratic move- 
ment. Often her practices have violated the spirit and 
ethos of the democratic movement.” 


Mrs Mandela’s actions had increasingly led her into 
conflict with the mass democratic movement. The recent 
conflict was centred around the conduct of so-called 
football club which had been widely condemned by the 
Soweto community. 


“In particular, we are outraged by the reign of terror that 
the team has been associated with. Not only is Mrs 
Mandela associated with the team, in fact, the team is 
her own creation.” 


The statement said Mrs Mandela had refused to co- 
operate in attempts to reconcile the conflict between her 
and the community, including the most recent effort of 
the formation of a crisis committee comprising some of 
the community’s most able and respected members. 
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Mrs Mandela’s contribution over the years was com- 
mended, as she had been forced to rear her children 
single-handed in the face of lengthy house arrests, deten- 
tions, and “her cruel banishments of Brandfort”’. 


She had also been separated from her husband for most 
of her married life, First as Nelson Mandela worked in 
the underground of the ANC and then during his 27-year 
imprisonment. 


Answering questions, Mr Morobe said he could not say 
what effect the “distancing” would have on the relation- 
ship between the Mandelas. The problem had been dealt 
with on a political level, and Nelson Mandela had the 
final say on the relationship between himself and his 
wife. He said Mrs Mandela’s safety in Soweto depended 
on the discipline of activists. Strong views had been put 
forward by the community, but the consensus was that 
she should be shunned and no one should have anything 
further to do with her. 
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Police Defuse Bomb on Durban Railway 
MB1602122589 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1213 GMT 16 Feb 89 


[Text] Durban Feb 16 SAPA—Bomb experts had to 
defuse an explosive device found on the ma.n railway 
line leading to the Black township of KwaMashu, north 
of Durban, today. 


Lieutenant Bala Naidoo, South African Police public 
relations officer for Port Natal, said a suspicious parcel 
was found on the line between Duffs Road and kwa- 
Mashu at about | lam. Upon investigating, police found 
two blocks of TNT with a timing device attached. Bomb 
experts were called and the device was defused. 


The railway line is mainly used by Black commuters 
from KwaMashu. Police are investigating, but so far no 
arrests have been made. 


A spokesman for the South African Transport Services 
said trains were disrupted for about two hours while the 
device was rendered harmless. 
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Angola 


Commentary Questions RSA Commitment to UN 435 
MB1502142289 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1200 GMT 15 Feb 89 


[ANGOP commentary] 


[Text] In the latest aggression by the regular South 
African forces against Angola—which the Angolan 
authorities promptly denounced—Pretoria has once 
again evaded its responsibilities in violation of the New 
York accords on peace for Angola and independence for 
Namibia. 


Whenever FAPLA puts the UNITA puppets to flight, the 
South African army comes to the rescue of its appendage 
force. This time the South African army did exactly that, 
in an action which casts serious doubts about the alleged 
goodwill of the Pretoria leaders in adhering to the letter 
and spirit of the New York accords. 


South Africa’s 8 February aggression took place at a time 
when the Angolan army was involved in mopping up 
operations against the UNITA puppets, particularly in 
Cuanza Norte, Huambo, Bie, Moxico, and Cuando 
Cubango, and when the amnesty law had just taken 
effect. In the week preceding the attack, FAPLA killed 74 
UNITA clements in that province, captured 12 others as 
well as assorted war equipment. [sentence as heard] 
FAPLA also freed civilians who lived in bandit captivity. 


At the same time, the amnesty law took effect. It consti- 
tutes a true document on unity among all Angolans, as 
well as the reintegration into the Angolan society of all 
those who, both at home and abroad, had been directly 
or indirectly involved in violence and subversion against 
national unity and Angola’s integrity. 


The fact that South Africa’s latest aggression coincided 
with those two events shows that the racists do not want 
peace and harmonious development in the People’s 
Republic of Angola. Isn’t Pretoria—which already had 
violated the Lusaka accord of 1974, among others— 
trying once again to create conditions to avoid the 
implementation of UN Security Council Resolution 435 
scheduled for 1 April ? By penetrating 40km inside 
Angola’s territory, South Africa has thus created confu- 
sion and instability on the border region in order to delay 
the arrival of the UN force, the implementation of the 
aforesaid resolution, and [words indistinct] the indepen- 
dence of the Namibia people. 


For the Botha schemers who [words indistinct] the 
Namibian territory, which they illegally occupied for 
decades, Namibia should remain their protectorate as 
seen in their intention of not leaving it (?before the end) 
of the year. 
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Peace in Angola and the region as a whole is a serious 
challenge to South Africa’s hegemonic policy for south- 
ern Africa, where the racists feel entitled to continue to 
destabilize [words indistinct] in general, and Angola in 
particular. The South African authorities have quickly 
denied the latest act of aggression, but crime does not 
pay [words indistinct] international community about 
South Africa’s true intention. 


Despite the goodwill displayed by the Angolan and 
Cuban governments in complying with the accords—as 
seen in the case of the 3,000 Cuban soldiers who with- 
drew from Angola ahead of time—South Africa contin- 
ues to (?undermine) peace afforts made by the [words 
indistinct] just like in Cuito Cuanavale, in Caiundo, 
40km inside the Angolan Territory, FAPLA defeated the 
forces of the South African Army, which has once again 
invaded Angola in violation of the historic New York 
accords for peace in Angola. 


Dos Santos Tours Interior Ministry Departments 
MB0802140589 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1200 GMT 8 Feb 89 


[Text] Comrade Jose Eduardo dos Santos, MPLA-Labor 
Party chairman and president of the People’s Republic of 
Angola, yesterday in Luanda visited [words indistinct] 
Interior Ministry a series of issues related to the current 
reorganization of the people’s police [words indistinct]. 
(?This was) the highlight of the Angolan head of state’s tour 
of the Interior Ministry’s various administrative sections, 
including the people’s police command, its provincial 
department in Luanda, and the national directorates for 
criminal investigation and [words indistinct]. 


Botswana 


Police Report Explosion at Tlokweng Motel 
MB1602114089 Gaborone Domestic Service in English 
1110 GMT 16 Feb 89 


[Text] Police in Gaborone have confirmed that the 
explosion at the Mphatlalatsane Motel in Tlokweng on 
Tuesday [14 Feb] evening was caused by a bomb. A 
senior police spokesman told the radio news desk this 
morning that the bomb went off around 1800 that day, 
shattering the men’s toilet adjoining the public bar. 
There were no injuries, and no one has been arrested. 


This is the first bomb blast in a public place in recent 
years, although there have been a series of bomb scares at 
schools and public places, at the height of the trial of 
South Africans facing treason charges. 


An eyewitness said the bomb went off shortly after a man 
left the toilet. Police would not confirm reports that they 
questioned and released a suspect. Asked if they sus- 
pected anyone, the senior police officer said he left the 
speculation to the news people. Previous bomb attacks 
on Botswana have been blamed on South African agents. 
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Mozambique 


Renamo Rejects RSA-Proposed Peace Plan 
MB1402074889 Johannesburg Television Service 
in English 0500 GMT 14 Feb 89 


[Text] Mozambique’s Renamo rebels have rejected the 
proposed South African peace plan to end the civil war 
in Mozambique. In a statement released in Lisbon, the 
rebels said they would not accept South African media- 
tion to end the 12-year-old war, claiming South Africa 
had become an ally of the Mozambican government. 


South Africa formerly supported Renamo, but stopped 
its aid in 1984, after the signing of the Nkomati Accords. 
Earlier, Foreign Minister Pik Botha called for formal 
peace talks involving South Africa and Mozambique. 
Mozambican President Joaquim Chissano met Minister 
Botha in Maputo last week to discuss the peace plan. 


Mr Botha suggested that the United States and the Soviet 
Union should also take part in the talks. State Depart- 
ment officials have announced that the U.S. would be 
willing to consider mediating in the conflict, and Wash- 
apee was awaiting clarification of the plan from South 
Africa. 


Frelimo Control Committee Meets 14-16 Feb 
MB1502113489 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1030 GMT 15 Feb 89 


[Text] The Frelimo Party Central Committee Control 
Committee has been meeting in Maputo since yesterday 
to analyze work in 1988, discuss the plan of action for 
this year, and seek to strengthen the proposal for regula- 
tions on party sanctions. 


The meeiing is chaired by Mariano de Araujo Matsinhe, 
member of the Frelimo Party Political Bureau and 
secretary of the Frelimo Party Central Committee Con- 
trol Committee. It is scheduled to conclude on 16 
February. 


At the opening of the proceedings, Mariano Matsinhe 
praised the control committee’s commitment to the 
struggle against armed banditry and its efforts to prepare 
for the Frelimo Party’s fifth congress. 


Beira Report Forecasts 1989 Food Shortage 
MB0702143289 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1410 GMT 7 Feb 89 


[Text] Mutare Feb 7 SAPA—Mozambique faces a short- 
fall of 400, 000 tons of food this year, according to the 
latest Beira corridor group bulletin. 


The National News Agency ZIANA said on the $24 
million requested for the country’s agricultural rehabili- 
tation programme, donors had pledged a mere $4.5 
million. 
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The report said: “the Mozambican Government and the 
United Nations had requested $332 million for emer- 
gency needs last year. 


“By mid-August, donors had pledged $213 million, 
much lower than the $270 million announced as an 
estimate of total pledges at the donors conference.” 


The world price of grain had risen due to the drought in 
the United States and Canada so that the costs of food 
aid were significantly higher than those calculated in the 


original appeal. 


The bulletin said about 50 per cent of the appeal target 
had been met. 


It said part of the emergency appeal that linked relief 
programmes with self-sufficiency had not secured ade- 
quate international support. 


* 700 ‘Bandits’ Surrender in Zambesia in 1988 
34420044a Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
17 Jan 89 p § 


[Text] During the past year, about 700 armed bandits 
turned themselves in to the political and administrative 
units in the several districts of the Province of Zambezia. 
During that same period last year, more than 15,000 
citizens who had been living involuntarily with the bandits 
escaped and turned themselves in to the authorities. 


According to a source at the Executive Cabinet for 
Implementation of the Laws of Amnesty and Pardon, 
this massive surrender of armed bandits is partially the 
result of the new laws and partly due to search, persecu- 
tion and destruction actions carried out by the FPLM 
[Popular Forces for the Liberation of Mozambique]. 


According to the same source, and also last year, 42 other 
criminals and their collaborators who were being held at 
the prisons of the National People’s Security Service in 
Quelimane were pardoned. 


All of them were reintegrated into society and are now 
living with their families at locations that they them- 
selves chose. 


The source at the Executive Cabinet for Implementation 
of the Laws of Amnesty and Pardon that provided these 
data said that, in December of last year, the number of 
armed bandits and their collaborators that surrendered 
increased considerably. 


In the district of Gile, in December, 54 armed bandits 
surrendered, 9 of whom turned in their arms; they 
confessed to our authorities that the bandits are disorga- 
nized, and that many more of them want to flee and 
abandon the life they have been leading. 
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Many of the ex-bandits that surrendered to the authori- 
ties and are now living with their families have said that 
they are happy with the way they have been treated since 
their arrival, and they have appealed to their former 
companions to do the same as they. 


In Milange, during December of last year, five armed 
bandits turned themselves in, two in Pebane and three in 
Mocuba. In Alto Molocue, 17 surrendered, and in 
Mocuba, 3. Also in December, ia several districts of the 
Province of Zambezia, 79 civilians who had been living 
with the bandits surrendered. 


Namibia 


Nujoma Leaves London After De Beers Talks 
MB0802142089 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY 
in English 8 Feb 89 p 1 


[By Robert Gentle] 


[Tcxt] London—SWAPO leader Sam Nujoma flew home 
yesterday after a secret two-day visit to London during 
which he held talks with De Beers diamond group. 


The meeting took place on 6 February at a top London 
hotel, the Ritz. SWAPO foreign affairs secretary Theo- 
Ben Gurirab and De Beers deputy chairman Nicholas 
Oppenheimer were also present. 


SWAPO confirmed the meeting had taken place. De 
Beers said Oppenheimer had been “invited to lunch at 
the Ritz at which SWAPO representatives were present.” 
Neither party would release further details. 


As far as can be ascertained, the SWAPO leader did not 
meet anyone else during this stay. A Foreign Office 
spokesman said SWAPO had not had contact with the 
British government. 


The visit is being interpreted here as a follow-up to last 
month's general economic policy statement by Nujoma 
in which he said SWAPO was committed to a mixed 
economy. 
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De Beers, through its wholly owned susidiary Consoli- 
dated Diamond Mines (CDM), produces about a million 
carats of rough diamonds a year in Namibia. CDM 
employs about 6,000 people and is believed to be the 
country’s biggest single source of revenue. 


Last December, De Beers announced the development of 
another mine near Oranjemund at a capital cost of R90m. 


Tanzania 


ANC Offficial Views New RSA Leadership 
EA1502202789 Dar es Salaam Domestic Service 
in Swahili 1000 GMT 15 Feb 89 


[Text] Dar es Salaam—The ANC has commented on the 
new leadership which is expected to come to power in 
the RSA. The movement said the leadership had nothing 
new to offer, following the resignation of the Boers’ 
president, Pieter Botha. It could only follow the policy 
left behind by Botha. The ANC representative in Tan- 
zania, Mr Graham Morodi, told journalists in Dar es 
Salaam today that as a rsult of this situation, the only 
option for his movement was to step up the struggle until 
final victory was achieved. 


Zimbabwe 


Shamuyarira Says RSA Leaders ‘Hard Core Racists’ 
MB1002095389 Harare THE HERALD in English 4 
Feb 89 p 1 


[Text] Zimbabwe does not expect the change in the 
leadership of the ruling Nationalist Party in racist South 
Africa to affect the regime’s apartheid policies, the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Cde Nathan Shamuyarira, 
said last night. 


Cde Shamuyarira told the ZBC that both Education 
Minister Frederick de Klerk and Chris Heunis who is 
acting president, were hard core racists. 


The minister was commenting on the resignation of P.W. 
Botha as leader of the Nationalist Party and his replace- 
ment by Education Minister de Klerk. 


On the insistance of the five permanent members of the 
United Nations Security Council to reduce the number 
of peace-keeping forces in Namibia from the original 
7,500 to 4,500 troops, Cde Shamuyarira said there were 
indications that the decision may be revised. 
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Benin 


* EEC Grants 11 Million ECU in Oil Imports 
34190088a Cotonou EHUZU in French 16 Jan 89 p 4 


[Article: “More Than 3 Billion CFA Francs From EEC to 
Benin”} 


[Text] Cooperation between the Peoples Republic of 
Benin and the European Economic Community (EEC) 
has taken another step forward through a decision that 
will have very tangible social and economic effects. 


According to a communique published last Friday by the 
Ministry of Planning and Statistics, the European Devel- 
opment Fund [EDF] on 15 December 1988 approved a 
supplemental aid package for our country amounting to 
11 million ECU [European Currency Units] or 3.8 
billion CFA francs. This assistance, which comes out of 
the Sth and 6th EDF, is nonreimbursable. The commu- 
nique says that in accordance with the financial terms 
approved the funds will be mobilized through a program 
of petroleum product importation to be carried out by 
SONACOP [National Petroleum Products Marketing 
Company], the government-owned company with spe- 
cial expertise in this area. 


The saws revenue accruing from this EEC aid, which 
comes just in the nick of time to support our govern- 
men?'s efforts to attenuate the social effects that will 
result from implementation of the structural adjustment 
programm, is specifically earmarked for the civil service 
voluntary retirement program. 


* Japan Donates Water Supply Equipment 
34190088b Cotonou EHUZU in French 17 Jan 89 p 12 


{Article: “Japan-Benin: Important Shipment of Hydrau- 
lic Equipment Delivered”’] 


[Text] On Friday, 13 January, at a presentation attended 
by numerous Beninese notables and by Mr Masaaki 
Kato, second secretary with the Japanese Embassy, the 
government officially accepted a shipment of supplies 
and equipment to be used in tapping underground water 
sources for the benefit of the Beninese people. 


The equipment comes pursuant to two exchanges of 
notes (28 January 1988 and 25 August 1988) between 
representatives of the Japanese and Beninese Govern- 
ments in Cotonou. It is part of Phase II of the under- 
ground water exploitation project, which is a continua- 
tion of Phase I of the “Underground Water Exploitation 
Project” adopted in 1985 in accordance with the 
national policy of village water works maintenance in the 
Peoples Republic of Benin. 
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This donation of supplies and equipment—which should 
improve the water supply for 62,500 people living in 41 
Beninese villages located in the three provinces of Atlan- 
tique, Oueme, and Zou—has a total value of 1.935 
billion CFA francs, including 1.135 billion for the first 
part of Phase II and 800 million for the second part. 


The Japanese and Beninese Governments expressed 
their satisfaction at the delivery of these goods, which 
will support the Beninese Government in its continued 
work for the welfare of its people and which can only 
serve to strengthen the ties of mutual friendship between 
Japan and Benin. 


The Gambia 


Jawara Reshuffles Cabinet, 1 Minister Dropped 
AB1502151389 Paris AFP in French 1442 GMT 
15 Feb 89 


[Text] Banjul, 15 Feb (AFP)}—Sir Dawda Jawara, the 
Gambian head of state today accepted the resignation on 
the grounds of poor health of Sherif S. Ceesay, the 
Gambian minister of finance, and made a slight cabinet 
reshuffle. This was learned from an official source in 
Banjul. Mr Ceesay, who has been ill for a year now, 
presented his resignation on 12 February and left for 
London for medical care. 


Following this resignation, Saihou Sabally, former min- 
ister of agriculture becomes minister of finance, replac- 
ing Mr Ceesay. Omar Amadou Jallow, former minister 
of water resources, becomes minister of agriculture 
replacing Mr Sabally, and (Sarjo Touray), who was 
parliamentary secretary at the Ministry of Education, 
becomes minister of water resources. 


Mrs (Nyima Sanneh Bojang), parliamentary secretary at 
the vice- presidency, becomes parliamentary secretary at 
the Ministry of Education, replacing Mr (Touray). 


Ghana 


PNDC Members, Iranian Defense Official Meet 
AB1002211789 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 10 Feb 89 


[Text] A member of the PNDC, Alhaji Mahama Iddrisu, 
who is also responsible for defense, today granted audi- 
ence to a member of the Iranian Supreme Council for 
Defense and head of that country’s news agency, Dr 
Kamal Kharrazi, at the Castle, Osu. Alhaji Iddrisu said it 
is necessary that the revolutions of Ghana and Iran work 
toward the realization of the interests of their peoples. 
The two countries can achieve this by cooperating in 
both the political and economic fields. He said Ghana 
will welcome Iranian participation in joint ventures in 
the industrial and other sectors with the use of local 
materials. This, according to the PNDC member, can be 
done by limiting rhetorics while concentrating on action- 
oriented programs of cooperation. He said Ghana is with 
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Iran in her quest for peace in the Gulf. Alhaji Iddrisu 
advised both Iran and Iraq to exercise restraints to 
enable the cease-fire to succeed. 


On his part, Dr Kharazi said Iran is sincere in her 
relations with Ghana. There are also similarities between 
the revolutions of the two countries which have enabled 
relations between them to develop. He said that the 
events in the Gulf should not be seen in simple terms but 
should be used as a guide for the future. Dr Kharazi 
expressed his country’s appreciation for the support she 
enjoys from Ghana at international forums. He said his 
visit has enabled him to explore ways of expanding 
cooperation between the two countries. Present were the 
special assistant for political programs, Mr Kofi Totobi 
Quakyi, and the Iranian ambassador to Ghana, Mr S.S. 


Khareqani. 


U.S. Urged To Stop ‘Double-Dealings’ 
AB1102114289 Accra Domestic Service in English 
0700 GMT 11 Feb 89 


[Text] The Greater Accra regional deputy secretary, Mr 
George Quainoo-Mettle, has urged the United States to 
stop its double- dealings in the southern African region. 
Mr Quainoo-Mettle told a symposium in Accra that 
countries that support bandits to kill women and chil- 
dren and maim men have no moral right to mediate with 
legitimate governments. He therefore called on the 
United States to stop assisting the UNITA bandits in 
Angola while at the same time urging the government in 
Luanda to negotiate with the rebel group. The sympo- 
sium was part of activities marking the 10th anniversary 
of the Iranian revolution. The deputy secretary noted the 
wherever there is a revolution, imperialism attempts to 
bring it down, but in Iran the progressives triumphed 
over the reactionary forces. 


A member of the Iranian Supreme Council for Defense, 
Dr Kamal Kharrazi, said Ghana and Iran should coop- 
erate to strengthen their revolutions against their com- 
mon enemy, which is imperialisra. He advised that 
Ghana and Iran should keep in touch in order to 
strengthen each other against their detractors. Dr Kha- 
razi, who is the head of the Iranian news agency, said the 
Western nations are afraid that the Iranian revolution 
would spread to other countries in the region and affect 
their interests. He called on all revolutionary nations to 
team up and work together. 


News Agencies Sign Agreement 
AB1202114789 Dakar PANA in English 1016 GMT 
12 Feb 89 


[Text] Accra, 12 Feb (GNA/PANA)}—The GHANA 
NEWS AGENCY (GNA) and the ISLAMIC REPUBLIC 
OF IRAN NEWS AGENCY (IRNA) Saturday [11 Feb- 
ruary] signed an agreement of co-operation at the GNA 
headquarters in Accra. The agreement provides for the 
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exchange of news and photographs between the two news 
agencies. Mr. Kwao Lotsu, acting general manager of 
GNA and Dr. Kamal Kharrazi, head of IRNA, signed the 
agreement. 


Mr. Lotsu said the search for a new world information 
order, to replace the present overdependence on the big 
multinational news agencies, could only be achieved in 
regional, inter-regional and bilateral exchange of news 
between developing countries. “It is only through bilat- 
eral and multilateral news exchanges between the coun- 
tries and agencies of the so-called Third World that 
solidarity based on correct knowledge about each other’s 
country, government and more especially peoples, can 
develop,” Mr Lotsu stated. 


Mr. Lotsu said the agreement was in line with the aims 
for which the GNA was set up. “The GNA, established in 
1957, was charged with projecting the image of the new 
nation, carrying forward the banner for a free and united 
Africa and also Ghana as a pioneering member of the 
Non-Aligned Movement to champion the cause of what 
is now described as the South-South co-operation,” he 
stated. The GNA hoped to set up by the middle of the 
year “a full fledged photographic section” and also to 
have direct links with the African pool regional centre 
for the Non-Aligned News Agency Pool (NANAP) in 
Harare in the not too distant future, he added. 


Dr. Kharrazi said the inter-flow of news and information 
among Third World countries was most vital to safe- 
guard their independence and sovereignty. “The flow of 
information between the two revolutionary countries is 
necessary to get rid of the domination by the multina- 
tional news agencies which do not take into account. 
[sentence as received] Dr. Kharrazi hoped IRNA will 
benefit from the wide experience of the GNA, stressing 
that "the agreement must not only be on paper but in 
action.“ 


Guinea-Bissau 


* Vieira Announces Privatization of Industry 
34420044b Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
19 Jan 89 p § 


[Text] The president of the State Council of Guinea- 
Bissau, Joao Bernardo Vieira, announced on Tuesday 
his government's intention to privatize the country’s 
industry as part of the economic program of structural 
adjustment that is under way. 


Bernardo Vieira announced these and other measures 
during his reading of the state of the nation message at 
the fifth and last ordinary session of the Third Legisla- 
ture of the People’s National Assembly [ANP], the work 
of which is scheduled to be completed or. Friday. 
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The Guinean head of state told the 150 deputies that 
public companies will be partially or totally privatized, 
and those that have serious financial problems will be 
closed down. 


In that context, he said that the code for foreign invest- 
ment will be changed, so as to foster the creation of 
companies with mixed ownership and with risk capital. 


The Guinean president said that this new economic 
orientation results from the directives approved at the 
Fourth PAIGC [Partido Africano da Independencia da 
Guine e Cabo Verde] Congress in 1986, which gave rise 
to the structural changes that are supported by the World 
Bank and the IMF. 


After making it clear that the areas of priority in the 
Guinean economy will continue to be agriculture and 
fishing, Joao Bernardo Vieira said that the economic 
objectives of the government are to reduce the deficit in 
the balance of payments and to produce economic 
growth. 


The president of Guinea-Bissau, addressing the present 
difficulties in certain sectors of the population, princi- 
pally salaried urban workers, recognized that the pro- 
gram of structural adjustment has had a strong negative 
impact on their purchasing power. 


He therefore announced that the middle classes will 
receive substantially increased salaries so as to encourage 
them to remain in their jobs. 


He also announced that the government is going to take 
measures to control price increases through the use of 
mechanisms for combating fraud and tax evasion. 


The Guinean president said that he was moderately 
optimistic regarding the growth of the economy and 
referred to the fact that, during 1988, credits in the 
amount of 28 billion pesos had been issued, | 8 to private 
industry. 


Joao Bernardo Vieira was also optimistic regarding the 
strength of the national currency (the peso), saying that 
presently the exchange rate in relation to the dollar, both 
in the official and the parallel markets, was strong, while 
2 years ago it was of great concern. 


President of the People’s National Assembly Carmen 
Pereira, in his opening remarks, called attention to the 
need for constitutional reform, which he considers to be 
“inc spensable and crucial,” in light of the country’s new 
political orientation. 


Carmen Pereira announced the imminent construction 
of a new building for the People’s National Assembly, 
based on financing and a project from China. 
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The agenda of the fifth ordinary session of the Third 
Legislature of the ANP also includes the discussion and 
approval of the Council of State’s report, a proposal for 
an increase in the national reconstruction tax and the 
creation of new taxes, and a discussion and approval of 
the state budget for 1939, estimated at $30 million. 


Ivory Coast 


* Future in Rubber Production 
34190082a Paris LIBERATION in French 
5 Dec 88 p 15 


[Article by Corinne Moutout, special correspondent: 
“The New Rubber Tappers”—fist paragraph is LIBER- 
ATION introduction] 


[Text] Abidjan—To diversify its resources away from 
excessive dependence on cocoa and coffee, Ivory Coast is 
successfully encouraging small-scale rubber tree cultiva- 
tion. 


After coffee and cocoa, is rubber going to be the wave of 
the future in Ivory Coast? The 2,000 growers who have 
abandoned their cocoa-pods to tap rubber trees are 
working hard at it; with 50,000 hectares planted, Ivorian 
natural rubber production has grown from 10,000 to 
51,500 tons in just 10 years. 


That scarcely amounts to 1.5 percent of world produc- 
tion. But in African terms it is already sizeable. Cur- 
rently the continent’s second largest producer, Ivory 
Coast expects by 1990 to overtake Liberia, which has 
been the uncontested leader for more than a century and 
is now producing 84,000 tons per year. But Ivorian 
ambition is even more far-reaching: authorities see the 
possibility of producing 130,000 to 150,000 tons annu- 
ally by the year 2000. Indeed, circumstances are propi- 
tious: global production, estimated at 4.6 million tons, 
still lags behind the demand for natural rubber, which 
will outstrip supply by 125,000 tons in 1989. In that 
connection, lenders with exposure in the insolvent Ivory 
Coast are not about to turn up their noses at one of the 
few sectors that might generate a goodly amount of hard 
currency. 


The latest rubber project—the fifth of its kind—carries a 
price tag of 19 billion CFA francs (Fr 380 million) and is 
designed to add 16,000 hectares of new small- and 
medium-sized rubber plantations to the 11,000 hectares 
already in production. The World Bank, the Central 
Fund for Economic Cooperation [CCCE] and Common- 
wealth Development, the semi-public British aid organi- 
zation, are financing it: “With 16,000 hectares, we are 
going to make some Ivorians very happy. But it will not 
be enough. Already we have applications for 35,000 
hectares in our files,” explains Konan Koffi, head of a 
village plantation. The Ivorians’ enthusiasm for rubber 
has surprised the authorities. 
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“It is more profitable than coffee or cocoa,” explains 
Mathurin Akre, a veteran planter. “And above all, the 
income is steadier” than with crops which come in only 
at harvest time twice a year. SOGB [expansion 
unknown] and SAPH [African Rubber Plantation Com- 
pany] pay the growers monthly for every last drop 
produced, and they like tha. 


The two big industrial groups that control Ivorian rubber 
have instituted a quite original and very efficient system 
of village plantations: small planters, lacking the techni- 
cal expertise needed to get high yields, are invited to 
grow their rubber crops on the outskirts of company-held 
land. The factories can thus easily provide “engineers in 
residence” and buy from the growers without transport 
delays. 


“Rubber cultivation in the Ivory Coast is barely 35 years 
old. This means we had the chance to avoid the mistakes 
the Asians made in the past,” explains Yves Banchi, 
director of the Institute of Rubber Research in Africa 
{IRCA]. IRCA, a French public institute, is the other 
innovation from which the Ivorian rubber industry 
derives special benefit. Some 30 IRCA researchers are 
working to increase yields, “using new clones produced 
by grafting, or through careful study of plant spacing to 
maximize tappings,”’ according to Banchi. IRCA already 
has two major successes to its credit: it has developed the 
first pilot unit for producing liquid natural rubber, and 
its scientific methods have made the Ivorian rubber 
industry the most highly productive in the world: yields 
vary between 1,300 and 1,750 kilograms per hectare, 
compared to 1,000 in Asia. 


“We have nothing to fear from the Asians,” boasts 
Saidouba Fadiga, a top manager at SAPH. “Even if they 
were to undercut us on production costs, Ivorian rubber 
would still be of higher quality.” Even so, will it be 
enough to save Ivory Coast from the effects of the cocoa 
collapse? Fadiga is clearly more skeptical: “We would 
have to produce 400,000 tons to match the hard currency 
now generated by coffee and cocoa,” which accounts for 
40 percent of the country’s export earnings. ““Who knows 
how the world market would react to so much Ivorian 
rubber?” Ivorian authorities, conscious of the painful 
mistakes of the past, when they staked everything on 
coffee and cocoa, are sticking to the goal of 150,000 tons. 


Mali 


* Japan Supplies Aid for Rice, Irrigation 
34190085a Bamako L’ESSOR in French 5 Dec 88 p 6 


[Text] On Tuesday, 15 November 1988, notes pertaining 
to two agreements between Japan and Mali were signed 
and exchanged in Dakar, in the Republic of Senegal. 


The first agreement involves a total of 150 million yen 
(or about 300 million CFA francs) and has to do with the 
provision of rice from Thailand and its transportation to 
Mali. 
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The second agreement involves the sum of 760 million 
yen, or about 1.52 billion CFA francs and has to do with 
the perimeter development project, i.e., financing for the 
products and services needed for the rehabilitation and 
construction of irrigation canal installations and auxil- 
lary equipment. 


The two documents were signed at the Japanese Embassy 
in Dakar by the accredited ambassadors from Mali and 
Japan, N’Fagnanama Kone and Tashio Oshima, respec- 
tively. 


Speaking first, Mr Oshima said that this cooperative 
action bears witness to the sympathetic attitude of Japan 
and its willingness to participate as much as possible in 
the execution of priority development projects in Mali. 


Speaking in turn, Mr Kone expressed the view that this 
important aid constitutes proof that Japan appreciates 
the effort put forth by Mali to deal with an increasingly 
difficult economic situation. 


Our ambassador asked his Japanese counterpart to con- 
vey the sincere thanks of the people and the Government 
of Mali to the authorities in his country. He expressed 
the wish that the many fruitful cooperative links between 
our two countries will be still further strengthened. 


Niger 


* Japanese Aid To Increase Food Production 
34190085c Niamey LE SAHEL in French 
21 Dec 88 pp 1, 3 


[Text] The Government of the Republic of Niger and the 
Government of Japan exchanged notes pertaining to the 
Increased Grain Production Project at the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and Cooperation of the Republic of 
Niger yesterday, 20 December 1988. In this connection, 
the Japanese are contributing the sum of 750 million 
yen, or about 1.83 billion CFA francs. 


The notes exchanged were signed by Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and Cooperation Allele Elhadj Habibou on 
behalf of Niger and Mr Masaki Yagi, the Japanese 
ambassador extraordinary and plenipotentiary to Niger. 


This new Japanese gift will be used to purchase and supply 
fertilizers, insecticides, farm machinery, and transport 
vehicles to make it possible to modernize agriculture and 
to increase and improve food production. 


With this new subsidy, the total amount of aid contrib- 
uted to the people and the Government of Niger by 
Japan since 1976 comes to a total of 21.183 billion yen, 
or 51.56 billion CFA francs. 
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The Governments of Japan and Niger expressed their 
satisfaction with the presentation of this new gift, which 
will allow the Government of Niger to consolidate its 
gains in the farm sector and to pursue its national policy 
oriented toward achieving self-sufficiency in food. 


Japan Donates Milk 


A ceremony was held yesterday morning at the ware- 
house of the Nigerien Foodstuffs Office (OPVN) in 
Lazaret for the presentation of a gift powdered milk 
which is to go to the needy settlements in our country. 


This gift of 968 tons of milk worth 730 million CFA 
francs was officially turned over to the director general 
of the OPVN, Mr Illa Kane, by the first secretary at the 
Embassy of Japan in Niger, Mr Naoki Saito. 


In a brief address, Mr Illa Kane expressed satisfaction 
with the excellent relations between Japan and Niger. 
Since 1980, he said, the Government of Japan has been 
providing our country with food aid to support our 
policy of assisting the needy population. Mr Illa Kane 
said in conclusion that this unselfish aid shows the will of 
the Japanese Government to support us in our develop- 
ment efforts. 


Earlier, Mr Naoki Saito had said that the purpose of this 
gift of 978 [as published] tons of milk is to contribute to 
improving the dietary situation of the neglected sectors 
of the population. 


In conclusion he noted that Japanese aid since 1977 has 
now reached a total of 49 billion CFA francs. 


Nigeria 


Armed Forces Ruling Council Membership Listed 
AB1502105089 Paris AFP in French 0935 GMT 

15 Feb 89 

[Text] Lagos, 14 Feb [date as received] (AFP)}—The 
following is the composition of Nigeria's reconstituted 
Armed Forces Ruling Council, which has 19 members: 
- General Ibrahim Babangida, head of state 

- Vice Admiral Augustus Aikhomu, chief of general staff 


- Lieutenant General Domkat Bali, chairman, Joint 
Chiefs of Staff 


- Lieutenant General Sani Abacha, chief of Army staff 
- Vice Admiral Patrick Koshoni, chief of Naval staff 

- Air Marshal Ibrahim Alfa, chief of Air staff 

- Muhammadu Gambo, inspector general of Police 
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- Major General Abdullahi Mamman, commandant of 
the Nigeria War College 


- Major General Yohanna Kure, director of planning, 
Army Headquarters 


- Commodore Promise Fingesi, flag officer commanding, 
Western Naval Command 


- Commodore Chijioka Kaja, commanding officer, 
Logistics Command of the Nigerian Navy 


- Air Commodore Clement Ugah, commanding officer, 
Tactical Command of the Nigerian Air Force 


- Air Commodore Nuraini Yusuf, chief of operations, 
Air Force Headquarters 


- Major General Sani Sami, general officer commanding, 
ist Mechanized Division 


- Major General Garba Duba, general officer command- 
ing, 3d Armored Division 


- Major General Joshua Dogonyaro, general officer com- 
manding, 2d Mechanized Division 


- Major General Oladapo Diya, commander, Nigerian 
Infantry School 


- Major General Salihu Ibrahim, commandant, Nigerian 
Military Academy 


- Brigadier Abdulkadir Abubakar, general officer com- 
manding, 82d Division 


Senegal 


* Openness to Parties, Social Programs Needed 
34190036b Dakar WAL FADJRI in French 
23 Dec 88 p 4 


[Commentary by Sidy Lamine Niasse: “New Policy™] 


[Text] The “falcon” hunt looks to be a good one. After 
Dr Daouda Sow, considered their “leader”, others will 
fade into oblivion. The speech of State Minister Jean 
Collin at Thies confirms this, just as it confirms the fact 
that the Socialist Party has opted irreversibly for 
“opening up” by talking about the “real congress” of 
next March in contrast to the “false congress of July, 
1988.” 


It takes a bit of everything to open up. Self-criticism 
denouncing the “party-state” mentality shored up by 
partisan governmental practice is not enough to ensure 
that this opening achieves its objectives. An objective 
analysis of the causes of all the accumulated failures of 
this will to be open and of consensus since 1983 must 
also be done. Why did the post-election dialogue with the 
PDS [Senegalese Democratic Party] run aground in 
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1983? What explains the fact that the national round 
table in 1988 met with the same fate? That is what 
should be explained first. That is what self-criticism 
should be guided by in order to restore confidence 
without which nothing can be done in the direction of 
the opposition. 


Any openness failing to take into account the so-called 
significant opposition and its minimal demands and, as 
a consequence, the opposition’s real clout on the political 
gameboard will fizzle. Who would carry out this new 
policy within the PS [Socialist Party]? New men not 
implicated in the maneuvers of politics that the PS has 
long dished up. That is, men who understand, in light of 
post-electoral events, that “papa” politics are finished. 
The structures of society, and its mentalities along with 
them, have changed. It is a new fact which cannot be 
obscured. And only men of change—read, a qualitative 
change—can absorb this new fact because of their open- 
mindedness, their new discourse, and their new political 
course integrating the social phenomena of 1988. 


The time for laudatory speeches is over. It is time to 
restore confidence among participants in political life. 
Wrangling and settling of scores that spill over and effect 
the functioning of institutions are finished. The confu- 
sion of roles between the party and the state is over. It is 
the era of pluralism and of state impartiality in the 
nation’s political life. The state must be an arbiter as the 
opposition has always demanded. Instead of remaining a 
support for the PS which “leaned on the government, on 
the administration,” as Jean Collin himself admitted, 
from now on the state must set itself above parties to 
finally carry out the mission accorded to it by our 
Constitution. 


If the Senegalese people have one wish, it is that tensions 
be eased. An easing of political tensions, first of all. The 
people's reaction to the appeal of the Korite of Diouf and 
to the response of the PDS, PIT [Party for Independence 
and Labor] and LD-MPT [Democratic League—Move- 
ment for the Labor Party] shows very well its concern 
that all its sons be united around one table. The same is 
true of the reception it gave to the appeal of Serigne 
Abdou Aziz Sy. It is because the initiative of the caliph 
was well received by the people that the political parties 
responded positively. 


[There must be] an easing of social tensions as well, 
which should be accomplished through another 
approach to the country’s problems. Sending police into 
the streets, partially respecting commitiments to stu- 
dents—isn't this just recreating the crisis of confidence 
which delayed the resolution of the school and university 
stalemate? What will these young people—with diplo- 
mas or unskilled—do tomorrow if their unemployment 
persists forever? This despair must be checked and civil 
society must be led to have confidence in our institu- 
tions. It is useless to become open, to fight against “the 
blockages and barriers” within the PS if social problems 
are not given special attention. 
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* Security Tight After Police Dismissals 
34190035 Dakar WAL FADJRI in French 
2 Dec 88 pp 3-4 


[Article by Tidiane Kasse: “Security Put to Test by Fired 
Policemen” ] 


[Text] It is a month after their official dismissal, and 
there is no record of any demonstrations, neither peace- 
ful nor violent. Nevertheless, a security mania has been 
evolving that indicates that the government is taking the 
threats made by the dismissed policemen seriously. And 
these threats are real—even if they are marginal—as the 
national secretary general of the Dismissed Policemen 
Coordinating Committee, Mr Boubacar Sadio, informed 
us (see following item). 


On 18 November, Abdou Diouf returned from his 
lengthy journey which took him to England, Morocco, 
and Egypt. The display of security at the intersection of 
Lamine Gueye and Faidherbe Avenues was imp: cssive. 
Not only in terms of the number of policemen on duty, 
but also from the point of view of the precautions that 
were taken. On this occasion, the cars that were stopped 
at the corners of the intersection to permit the official 
cortege to pass were relegated to positions farther back at 
the preceding intersections. And the height of this 
mania: Pedestrians were even prohibited from walking 
along the sidewalk near where the president's car was 
passing. We've never seen anything like it before. 


Also, a reinforced police presence was displayed at 
certain strategic points all over town, and we now realize 
that the police stations are constantly guarded by well- 
armed policemen. 


The heavy security cover has recently been all the more 
visible since the president of the republic's movements 
have increased, what with conference and congress inau- 
gurations or other political meetings over which he has 
had to preside. This time the long, 7-hour stroll among 
the stands at the fair that Abdou Diouf usually indulges 
in gave way to a more sober ceremony with everyone 
gathering round him for an inaugural address. Some 
people saw in this a break with a particularly difficult 
exercise of his functions, others the logical consequence 
of this security mania that is increasingly engulfing the 
government. 


Since the final word on the dismissal of the policemen 
issued last 4 November, this constant development has 
become more pronounced following the latest elections. 
For, even if the Dismissed Policemen Coordinating 
Committee still intends to conduct openly a peaceful 
campaign in favor of reinstatement, this is not the case 
for all of its members, nor for a number of former 
policemen who have not joined the organization. 


Men who reject the “passive” attitude adopted by the 
organization and who intend to make those who have 
reduced them to the situation they are in “pay” for it. 
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[sentence as published] The protest seems to be gaining 
more and more ground among the ranks. Threats are 
scarcely veiled and certain expressions of despair already 
voiced by those who were dismissed and their families as 
well as certain plans whispered about here and there lead 
us to fear dangerous days ahead. 

Explosive ‘Seed’ 

So there are over 1,000 former policemen who find 
themselves opposing their former comrades on the force, 
men whom they on occasion trained for a security 
system which they contributed toward establishing. They 
know the “house” so well one of the fired policemen who 
had been put behind bars after the skirmishes, observing 
the attempt to dislodge them from the police compound 
on Avenue Malick Sy, was able to get out of his cell, go 
and consult with his lawyer, and return to his cell unseen 
and unbeknownst to anyone in the middle cf the night. 
Some of them probably still retain their weapons. By 
organizing the women’s demonstration in the market- 
place in Sandaga without any “leaks,” they did not fail to 
sow doubt among the ranks of the police force, and also 
suspicion, if we consider the relations the dismissed 
policemen have always maintained in the force. Accord- 
ing to one of them, a department memo now prohibits 
their excolleagues from having any contact with them. 
The “bad seed” has today becune an explosive seed with 
which they tail those in charge. 


While there is a tide of sympathy for the dismissed 
policemen among the police, it is not a general feeling, 
and many policemen have hud their fill of the women of 
Sandaga’s demonstration that went on under their noses. 
Men who would like to prove that the best ones are not 
those who are on the outside, as the fired policemen 
maint: a. There are, moreover, figures to support this. 
Thus someone confided to us that no case of crime has 
been proven since the dismissals for some 20 murders. 
The security problem therefore exists at all levels. And 
not only for the government. 


The feeling of hopelessness that may move those who 
have been fired to commit the ultimate act of violence is 
growing more and more. A list of those dismissed 
policemen under 30 years of age who may still hope to 
work in the administration has been compiled. Doors 
have been closed to them everywhere. Some of them who 
showed up for competitive exams, like those for the 
Customs Service or the Police Militia, were excluded. 
Even for those of them who are the least extremist, there 
is thus no question of them feeling that they will be 
treated as pariahs forever. 


* Fired Chief: No Violence 
34190035 Dakar WAL FADJRI in French 
2 Dec 83 pp 4-5 


[Interview wich the secretary general of the National 
Dismissed Policemen Coordinating Committee, Bouba- 
car Sadio, by T. Kasse: “We Can Do a Lot of Harm”; 
place and date not given] 


[Text] [WAL FADJRI] How has the situation developed 
since the dismissals were definitively announced? Have 
you tried to resume contact with the authorities? 
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[Sadio] Right from the start, I want to make it clear that 
there are no definitive dismissals as far as the Nationa! 
Coordinating Committee is concerned. What's more, 
since the chief of state informed us through the interme- 
diary of the minister of interior of his categorical refusal 
to reinstate us, we have noted a renewal of drive and 
activities among those of us who were fired, particularly 
at the cell level. We haven't resumed contact with the 
government authorities. In each individual case, the 
initiative is theirs. But we have begun to do so with the 
religious, customary, and political authorities. On the 
one hand, to thank them for -:iterceding on behalf of the 
dismissed policemen and, on the other, to verbally 
inform them of the chief of state’s decision. 


[WAL FADJRI] They have been credited with violent 
intentions.... 


[Sadio] This is part of a pernicious and malevolent 
crusade against our organization. The latter has outlined 
a line of action and a global combat strategy which it 
plans to follow to the letter despite the deviationist 
pressures it is being subjected to by certain extremist 
elements who think that we must epply the “final solu- 
tion” theory to the deafness and blindness of the author- 
ities who govern us. I am resolutely oppose< to this view 
of the situation. However, I understand ihe position 
adopted by these people who no longer fear death. They 
regard themselves as martyrs. 


You know, when a man who has lived life to the fullest 
sees his life reduced to its simplest biological and animal 
expression, it’s hard for him te accept ceriain things. 
Especially when he makes faith his sole provision for the 
journey of life, and truth the supreme reference—prison 
will only impart meaning to his life, and physical death 
will be perceived as deliverance. I've tried to explain the 
ideological pattern that underlies these maximalists’ 
thinking. Once again, I'm against all extreme solutions. 


[WAL FADJRI] You've commented on the security 
measures that are currently being deployed, especially 
for of the chief of state's movements. You are suspected 
of at least som thing. 


[Sadio] The increased sc.urity measures surrounding 
President Abdou Diouf can be explained. In my capacity 
as chief of police, designer of, and specialist in security 
systems, I can on each occasion determine those pracii- 
cal measures that are likely to be adopted in this or that 
situation. So, all of these measures applied when the 
president moves about don’t surprise me at all. However, 
we policemen are not impressed by this, all the less so 
since, in the eyes of professionals, this activism does not 
very well conceal the flagrant imperfections in the secu- 
rity systems. You will permit me not to dwell on this so 
as not to give some ill-interitioned people an opportunity 
to exploit these shortcomings. 
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Once again, the dismissed policemen have never intended 
to commit any offenses whatsoever. This is a story that 
certain individuals in the Criminal Investigation Depart- 
ment itself want to have people believe to prevent our 
return, which they, in their selfish view of things, resent as 
being a possible challenge to their privileges. We are 
soldiers of peace who take too good care of our image. We 
will never give anyone an opportunity to corroborate the 
label of bad seed applied to us by El Hadji Malick Ba, 
which we can discredit with proof to back up our conten- 
tion. More important is the fact that we have no intention 
of losing a fabulous treasure: The support for our cause of 
the majority of the Senegalese. 


[WAL FADJRI] Judged to be passive, the Coordinating 
Committee’s attitude is not designed to please al! the 
dismissed policemen. There is talk of unrest in the rank 
and file. 


[Sadio] The Coordinating Committee at present exerts a 
moral influence on all those who were fired, no matter 
what their approaches to the problem may be. The 
dismissed policemen have a very strong sense of hierar- 
chy which they constantly express through scrupulous 
respect for the committee’s instructions. I think that 
there is no fear at the present time of them breaking out 
in an uncontrolled manner, all the less so since no 
dismissed policeman really wants to be disavowed by the 
Coordinating Committee, whose representative clout 
and means of action are more than dissuasive. I do not, 
however, totally exclude the possibility of isolated acts 
by desperate individuals. 


There is no unanimity in any human group. Conse- 
quently, it is quite normal that not everyone should agree 
on the forms action should take. Some of the dismissed 
policemen actually don’t understand why the Coordinat- 
ing Committee is hammering away at wanting to solve 
the problem through dialogue. I think that those who 
favor “calculated violence” are tackling the problem in 
terms of vengeance rather than rehabilitation. 


[WAL FADJRI] Doesn’t the fact that you are organized 
as a group—therefore with a certain individuality of 
character—as well as the statements challenging the 
government that have been made here and there, make 
your reinstatement difficult? 


[Sadio] Objectively viewed, it cannot constitute a diffi- 
culty inasmuch as, at the time of our first conversation 
with the minister of interior, I let him know unequivo- 
cally that the Coordinating Committee can only have a 
precarious existence. In fact, the Coordinating Commit- 
tee will automatically be dissolved in the event of our 
reinstatement. It’s not a political organization, and even 
less so a trade union. It’s quite properly a temporary 
association of decent citizens who are only asking to be 
allowed to go back to their jobs. I think instead that the 
virtues of solidarity, dignity, and conviviality taught and 
practiced in the Coordinating Committee can only be of 
benefit to the entire Criminal Investigation Department. 
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Esprit de corps has always been lacking among the 
police. It cannot be inculcated in people with talk, but on 
the basis of a widespread feeling of belonging to a single, 
indivisible organization, all of whose members must 
consider themselves to be united by a bond of blood 
brotherhood. 


Moreover, I don’t see why our position could have 
constituted cause for concern in the government. We are 
the victims of Law 87-14 of 28 April 1987. And, unlike 
Pascal, who said: “It is dangerous to tell people that laws 
are unjust. This is why we must at the same time tell 
them that they have to obey them because they are laws,” 
the Coordinating Committee denounces Law 87-14 and 
imposes upon itself the duty of informing the public of 
the arbitrary and unjust nature of this law. And I think 
that we have furnished proof enough of this to back up 
our claims. All the more so since, in condemning us to 
poverty, the law has absolved the criminals. 


[WAL FADJRI] Do you think you constitute a danger? 


[Sadio] Without any pretentions, I assert that the Coor- 
dinating Committee is the organized group that is most 
to be feared. This is considering our human and profes- 
sional potentialities. As I’ve said elsewhere, a policeman 
who really wants to harm you cannot be stopped. Only, 
as I’ve repeatedly stated, the dismissed policemen do not 
constitute a band of terrorists. We’re cops, we'll never be 
riff-raff. What I fear is that the authorities will persist in 
their policy of burying their heads in the sand. Then one 
day, the radical wave will break with an explosion of 
long-repressed rage that will introduce chaos. The Coor- 
dinating Committee may not be there any more to play 
the role of fireman. This said, it’s quite obvious that 
there will never be a durable peace in our society without 
a settlement of the problem of our reinstatement. Some 
of the dismissed policemen are alleged to have kept their 
weapons. This is probably one of the regrettable conse- 
quences of the haste with which they wanted to settle the 
problem with the policemen. 


[WAL FADJRI] You've promised us a “white paper” 
and disclosures which we're still waiting for. May we 
have a foretaste of what we'll find in them? 


[Sadio] As for the disclosures we promised, there is a 
group of 15 persons, 8 of them police chiefs, who are 
being interrogated. I hope that the situation develops in 
such a way as to induce us not to publish the white paper. 
I assure you that it will be more than a [Molotov] 
cocktail; it will be a real fragmentation bomb. At the 
present, even if I were to divulge only one secret to you, 
I would fully deserve to be fired. A chief of police is 
obliged to observe professional secrecy. And I’m still a 
chief of police. 
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* Sagna Downplays Casamance Independence Move 
34190040a Dakar LE SOLEIL in French 29 Dec 88 p 5 


[Article by Amadou Fall: “Casamance Remains Senega- 
lese”’] 


[Excerpt] The banking system will not be restructured 
without the involvement of the workers. The three part- 
ners—the state, the trade unions, and the employers—will 
meet to begin a dialogue on ways and means of reviving 
the strength of the national financial institutions, currently 
in crisjs. Yesterday in his press conference-assessment, the 
minister of communications used those terms concerning 
the social unrest threatening the Senegalese financial 
world, and above all he sought to allay workers’ “wave of 
fear” of massive dismissals. According to him, such an 
attitude might “generate shortages.” 


As Robert Sagna stressed yesterday, what is at stake in 
reconstruction, and what worries workers transcends the 
limited confines of the country and involves nearly all 
countries which share with Senegal the same develop- 
mental constraints within the framework of the West 
African Monetary Union. The government spokesman 
went on to say, “To avoid the worst, it was quite 
necessary to restructure the whole system and induce the 
banks to meet better their clients’ demands and devel- 
opment requirements.” In any event, the state will 
respect its commitments. 


These are both economic and political commitments. In 
that connection the minister of communications reaf- 
firmed yesterday “Our irreversible choice is for democ- 
racy.” It has experienced harsh blows during the 10 last 
postelectoral months, but it is not “‘sick”’ because of that. 
The government spokesman was sure that, “With good 
will on the part of all, we shall be able to get through our 
difficulties.” In passing, a few darts were thrust in the 
direction of the press, or rather “‘a certain press” which 
dwells on political incidents while “its true mission is to 
sustain democracy, to be the objective crucible for 
debate on ideas, which helps to advance democracy.” He 
thus called the press to task, to be one suitable to a 
country “where people enjoy the freedom to write well 
and to inform well.” 


Writing well and informing well in deed and in philoso- 
phy means not to exaggerate events such as those which 
have just occurred in Casamance, with a mortal encoun- 
ter between soldiers of the national Army and rebels. The 
latter constitute a “tiny minority” according to Robert 
Sagna. He certainly does not believe that “The people of 
Casamance wish to fight for independence. because 
Casamance is the most Senegalese region of the country. 
All ethnic groups and religions are there; as a result, 
individuals identify with a communal, global entirety. 
And if they struggle, it is because they are Senegalese, 
separated too long from the rest of the country by 
colonization, geography, and a certain cultural individ- 
uality.”” [passage omitted] 
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* Minister Calls for Dialogue With Opposition 
34190036a Dakar WAL FADJRI in French 
23 Dec pp 5-6 


[Article by A. Camara: “Implementing ‘Openness’"’] 


[Text] Jean Collin has unleashed a tidal wave on his 
return to the political scene (see page 9). In fact, militants 
numbering in the thousands from all regions of the 
country came to beg the state minister to resume active 
service. An atmosphere spelling the end of Diouf’s reign, 
one might have said, if one did not know about his ties 
with Mr Collin and particularly the political “limits” of 
the latter. 


It was also a meeting enthroning the new president of the 
National Assembly, Abdoul Aziz Ndaw who, on leaving 
the Thies assembly, appeared for the first time in his 
guise as constitutional heir apparent. He is not the 
interim until-April man it was thought, but rather a pillar 
to be reckoned with from now on. He has come to stay 
rather than to pass through, and it would not be surpris- 
ing if, after the next special party congress planned for 
the first 2 weeks in March, he became a member of the 
group of “new men” responsible for calling the shots in 
the “opening up”—in his case, in the Assembly. 


The Thies meeting provided a foretaste of what the 
“renewal” and “opening up” congress will be like. It 
served as a forum for Mr Jean Collin to re-establish 
certain truths that the PS [Socialist Party] has long 
obscured: “Just between us,” he said, “the militant spirit 
can be said to have somewhat fallen asleep.” Fallen 
asleep because of the “party-state” mentality and the 
state’s partiality which sanctioned and encouraged it. A 
multiparty system, he continued, “implies that you wake 
up, become militants again.” An implicit avowal, then, 
that the principles of our Constitution that rest on the 
neutrality of a state mandated to remain above party 
favoritism had been violated. It surely took a certain 
political courage to admit that since 1974 the state has 
not helped strengthen democracy, which requires its 
impartiality. 


Certain guideposts have thus been set in place for an 
“opening,” guideposts which should be reinforced by the 
March congress. This new PS initiative seems to rest on 
two components. First, an opening of the party to 
civilian society, toward new areas of responsibility; sec- 
ond, an opening to the opposition. In the latter case, the 
PS’s basis for consensus should rest on the bills concern- 
ing the electoral code, access to the state media, and 
status of the opposition. Announced by Abdou Diouf 
during his speech in October marking the start of the new 
political year, they have not been shelved despite the 
Opposition’s immediate rejection of them in form and 
despite the new element in the attempt to resolv> the 
crisis introduced by Serigne Abdoul Aziz’s appeal. We 
have thus learned that the bills will be submitted for 
approval to the Assembly when its first 1989 session 
opens next April. 
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Although an opening to the opposition seems more 
difficult, the administration has not despaired of finding 
a taker. It will, in fact, be a matter of speculating on the 
tendencies taking shape within the opposition, both 
between and within parties. With these possibilities for 
openness, everything will depend on the opposition 
moderates and their ability to prevail over the radicals to 
impose the cohabitation line within their group. It would 
not be impossible to see ministers from these parties in 
the Diouf government. 


What does the opposition think? Some leaders that we 
contacted explain. 


* Opposition Responds .Varily 
34190036a Dakar WAL FADJRI in French 
23 Dec 88 pp 6-7 


{Interviews with various opposition leaders by T. Kasse; 
date and place not specified] 


{Text} 


Amath Dansokho: ‘We Must Move Toward Union’ 


[WAL FADJRI] What do you think of the “openness” 
policy announced by the PS? 


{[Dansokho] We are waiting to see what the reality of it is. 
For now, it seems to us to be more a matter of begging 
questions than a real step. We think there are men and 
women within the PS who take into account the political 
and economic diversity of Senegal and who are aware of 
the necessity of uniting the Senegalese under conditions 
allowing the country to get to work. But we are afraid 
once again that it is nothing but politicians’ maneuvers 
to shuffle the cards to get through difficult times. 


[WAL FADJRI] Are you for or against a dialogue with a 
more open PS and on what conditions? 


{[Dansokho] Today we must move firmly toward solu- 
tions based on union, toward setting new requirements 
on a national bases. On this point, we set no conditions. 
That was moreover the case with our participation in the 
national round table we attended dePSite the electoral 
dispute which we still consider highly important. Once it 
is established that serious discussions can be begun, our 
Central Committee’s position is unequivocal: Our party 
will examine the possibilities for discussions. Thus it is 
up to the PS and the PS alone to demonstrate it is finally 
ready to renounce its exclusivity. 


[WAL FADJRI] There are the bills announced by Abdou 
Diouf. Do they offer hope in a new context? 


{[Dansokho] As far as their form is concerned, these bills 
cannot put our democracy on a stable footing, because 
they were drafted unilaterally. As for the substance, we 
refuse to take a position a priori. We are waiting to see 
their content, what they will result in. 
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[WAL FADJRI] And within what framework are you 
waiting for a consensus? The one proposed by Serigne 
Abdoul Aziz Sy or the one that might come from the PS? 


{[Dansokho] We appreciated the initiative of Serigne 
Abdou. How will this round table be organized? We have 
no idea. To find out, we dispatched a delegation to the 
caliph. He told us that commissions are ready to start 
working, that their conclusions will be communicated 
when the time comes. We are therefore waiting for his 
proposals before making any concrete statements on the 
way the round table is organized. Frankly, I don’t think 
this round table can be set up in competition with another 
initiative. I see it as an original route to building common 
viewpoints, while strictly respecting political diversity, and 
to maintaining national cohesion and civil peace. 


Landing Savane (Aj): ‘Collin Must Leave First’ 


{WAL FADJRI] The administration is talking about 
openness. Does this hypothesis interest And Jef? 


{Savane Answer] Our refusal to collaborate with the 
administration is based on principles. First, it is obvious 
that it’s Jean Collin who runs this country, and it is a 
situation that is unacceptable to us. Well, Abdou Diouf 
has declared he does not intend to govern without Collin. 
On this point I want to reiterate once again that it is not 
a question of personalities but of principles. After 30 
years of independence, we find it inadmissible that a 
person of French origin, who may still be a French 
national, is running the country. Another problem based 
on principles: The people are raising important ques- 
tions about corruption, about the effects of the adjust- 
ment policy, etc. Questions on which the administration 
is silent. Well, that’s what should be discussed. Projects 
and policies to be implemented to end the crisis must be 
discussed, instead of dangling prospects for union or 
consensus government before our eyes. 


[WAL FADJRI; Besides this willingness to be open, 
other initiatives for easing tensions have been put for- 
ward. Let’s talk about Serigne Abdou’s appeal first. 


[Savane] The caliph’s appeal has captured our attention, as 
it has the attention of most of the parties that make up the 
Eight. And Jef has been contacted by emissaries of Serigne 
Abdou Aziz, and I am to meet him shortly to let him know 
our positions. I must say that any initiative to break the 
stalemate of the crisis interests us. It is only in this light 
that contacts with the PS can have any meaning. 


[WAL FADJRI] There are also the bilis Abdou Diouf 
intends to put on the desk of the Assembly. 


[Savane] A priori, the move did not strike us as sound. 
But we cannot reject out of hand proposals whose 
content we do not yet know. In any case, if the admin- 
istration is motivated by a desire for openness, it will be 
reflected in the bills that Mr Diouf wants to introduce. It 
will be a test. 
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[WAL FADJRI] If satisfactory conditions for dialogue 
were proposed by the administration, on what basis 
would you enter into one? 


[Savane] Our electoral platform was not good just for the 
elections. It was drafted as a means of solving Senegal’s 
problems and is still relevent for the entire period to come. 
Thus, every time there are serious discussions, we will have 
our view to contribute based on it. We are concerned with 
democracy, national independence, and development, 
which is linked to corruption. We do not insist on becom- 
ing part of a government, but in making sure that respon- 
sibility is taken for the problems we raise. 


We know there are moments in the evolution of peoples 
when their concerns are down to earth. Every revolution- 
ary consistent in his principles must understand these 
aspirations and put his long-term aspirations on the back 
burner. We are ready to examine the people’s problems 
from that angle. To move forward until the people, rights 
and freedoms restored, are capable of better judging all 
the political projects proposed by the political parties. 


Abdoulaye Bathily (LD-MPT [Democratic League— 
Movement for the Labor Party]): ‘It Is the People Who 


Will Impose Openness’ 


[WAL FADJRI] What do you think of an openness by 
the administration to the opposition? 


{Bathily] The only discussions we can have with the PS 
will revolve around the ways and means of finding a 
peaceful solution to the crisis. In particular, the inescap- 
able matter of the electoral dispute and the strengthening 
of established democratic institutions. Association with 
the PS in a government or within another framework is 
unthinkable unless these questions are addressed. 


[WAL FADJRI] Would the opening provide a basis for 
discussion all the same? 


[Bathily] We don’t even know what is meant by an opening 
of the PS. The reality with which we are still confronted is 
the antidemocratic nature of this party. This question of 
openness does not, therefore, concern us. 


[WAL FADJRI] And the bills... 


[Bathily] We don’t know anything about these bills. 
Consequently, they don’t exist. 


[WAL FADJRI] And the caliph’s appeal? 


{Bathily] We would have preferred that the political 
parties discuss things among themselves to resolve the 
crisis. That is why we participated in the round table. 
But confronted with the failure of the latter, a well- 
intentioned individual stepped forward, and we wel- 
comed his initiative. In whatever form it might take, it’s 
up to the political parties to participate in the solution of 
this crisis. 
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[WAL FADJRI] How, then, do you see this willingness 
to be open that the PS talks about? 


{Bathily] We don’t believe PS has proponents of open- 
ness on one side, and proponents of a closed party on the 
other. That is propaganda. It is a diversionary tactic on 
the part of Jean Collin who is trying to justify a posteriori 
the eviction of Daouda Sow from the National Assem- 
bly. We don’t give much credence to this thesis, and even 
if there were an opening tomorrow, it would be the result 
of popular pressure. 


Boubacar Sall (PDS [ 
‘Diouf and Collin Do As 


Democratic Party]): 
y Like’ 


[WAL FADJRI] The PS talks of openness and everybody 
thinks of the PDS. What is your response? 


[Sall] This “opening” does not interest us because it is 
not addressed to us. It is more an opening up to the 
Dioufists to bury in due form the PS of Senghor. In fact, 
it is all the factions (Cosapad, Conagrisapad, etc.) elim- 
inated by Daouda Sow that are being invited by this 
opening. 


[WAL FADJRI] And if it turns out that this is an 
opening up of both the PS and the government? 


[Sall] I think we'll have to wait for that to happen before 
making a statement. 


[WAL FADJRI] And could the bills introduced by 
Abdou Diouf be a basis for discussion? 


[Sail] I don’t think so. The bills are purely and simply a 
continuation of a political fraud. Abdou Diouf says he 
regrets the failure of the round table, but if he wanted to 
facilitate dialogue, he would simply have invited the 
leaders of the political parties to submit his projects to 
them one by one and gather their opinions, instead of 
opting for this unilateral move. 


[WAL FADJRI] In that case, there is still the appeal of 
Serigne Abdou. 


[Sall] The caliph has already received our response. It is 
positive because we think that all solutions for ending 
the crisis are good, provided they are initiated by patri- 
otic Senegalese. That is why we met with the caliph three 
times to tell him our suggestions and ideas on the 
organization of this round table number two. But we 
know some people are working to bring about the failure 
of his undertaking. Notably the administration, which 
fears a success by religious personalities where politi- 
cians have failed. Well, these religious personalities are 
full participants in the present situation. 


[WAL FADJRI] You don’t think anything positive can 
come out of the PS’s “openness” congress? 
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[Sall] The PS is a group we define as being a party in 
which all officials are designated by Diouf or Collin. To 
talk about tendencies or the victory of one over the other 
is spinning yarns. There are only men being manipulated 
by Collin or Diouf. They can decree what they like, and 
the effects will not be long in coming. We saw that with 
the liquidations of Cisse Dia and Daouda Sow. 


MSD [expansion unknown]: ‘Only the Appeal... 


For the national secretary of the MSD (a merger of the 
MDP [People’s Democratic Movement] and the LCT 
{Communist Workers League]) whom we contacted, the 
PS’s opening is something “we must wait to judge.” The 
MSD is still keen on the idea of the people’s states general 
which it would like to see held and to this end is a firm 
supporter of the caliph’s appeal, of which we are publish- 
ing the analysis of the first maodo, Mamadou Dia. 


“Message of a man of the city of God, it was also the 
message of a man of the city of men, a man deeply 
imbued with a sense of the human, a sense of the social 
and of sociability. It was the message of a man who lives 
on earth, among his fellow creatures, his brothers and 
sisters, his people, whose suffering and anguish he 
shares. It was the message of a man whom ecstatic 
meditation has not kept from solidarity with the fate of 
others. His voice was nothing other than the echo, greatly 
amplified it is true, of the voice of the entire Senegalese 
people, crushed and bruised. Indeed, it was its human 
warmth, luminous social content, sufficient temporality, 
realism, and positivist openness that gives this message 
all its historical authenticity, despite its apparent supra- 
human inspiration. 


“That is why it was to not only surprise but disturb all 
the partisans of the status quo: proponents of the regime 
and their clients, of course, but also a certain conserva- 
tive and reactionary opposition for whom change is only 
a change in turn to have the spoils. 


“In contrast, for militants of real change, institutional 
and structural change, for militants advocating a break 
with the established domestic and international orders, 
the maouloud’s message is part of the dynamic of the 
struggle they have been waging for several years now to 
return the discussion to the people and thus make them 
masters of their fate. 


“That is why in saying yes to Caliph Abdoul Aziz Sy’s 
appeal, we are merely saying yes to ourselves, yes to our 
own combat strategy for achieving a radical change, yes 
to the anguished waiting of the Senegalese people. For 
us, it is not a matter of taking refuge in a cautious 
wait-and-see attitude, but of resolutely moving forward, 
strengthened by the word of a saintly man, along a path 
already lit with beacons.” 
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* Legislator’s Fate Linked to Power Struggle 
34190056a Dakar SUD HEBDO in French 
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[Article by Ibrahima Fall: “The Lessons of a Crisis”) 


[Text] What happened in the National Assembly on 
Saturday morning is clear proof of the justification of the 
arguments which have developed concerning the desta- 
bilization of our institutions. It was also a brilliant 
demonstration of reality—the concentration of all 
authority in a single decisionmaking center, showing 
contempt for the sacrosanct principle of the separation 
of powers which, as conceived by Montesquieu, consti- 
tutes the basis and the first and most important criterion 
for evaluating a democracy. There was also occasion to 
note and regret the total confusion between the state and 


the party in power. 


For a month, the operations of the parliamentary insti- 
tution have been paralyzed by a Byzantine quarrel in the 
top leadership of the Socialist Party, although the mem- 
bers of the parliament, even if elected by the political 
groups, are above all “Senegalese deputies.” 


It all began in 1984 with the approval of a law which 
provided for the separation, in the future, of the term of 
office of the president of the republic and that of the 
president of the National Assembly, which was reduced 
from 5 years to 1, renewable. It was because he foresaw 
all of the anguish involved in the reconsideration of his 
post every year that Mr Habib Thiam drew a lesson from 
it when he resigned. In a party with as much movement 
as the Socialist Party, accustomed as it is to following the 
seesaw rhythm of balancing between cliques and move- 
ments, this basic reform can only lead to dangerous 
instability. This is particularly unacceptable since the 
National Assembly, contrary to appearances and to a 
simplistic reading of reality which sees it as a mere 
rubber stamp chamber, is a major center of power. Not 
only do the representatives of the nation approve the 
laws and check the actions of the executive branch, but 
its morally responsible leader is also called upon to 
replace the president of the republic in case of his 
inability to serve. It is in this connection that it is 
worrisome to note that the second most important state 
official is periodically being targeted in intrigues by 
cliques designed to discredit the institution he heads 
entirely. It is, therefore, inappropriate to interpret these 
entirely deliberate cyclical crises as linked with any 
alleged expression of internal democracy within the 
Socialist Party. In this connection, everyone has become 
a believer, beginning with the secretary general of the 
Socialist Party who never misses an opportunity to 
denounce the lack of internal democracy, the secrecy, the 
cliquishness, the excuses, etc. 


Despite the obscure denial by Dr Daouda Sow, it is 
obvious that his removal can be ascribed in large part to 
Mr Jean Collin, whose vast power could be seen in this 
crisis if only because it was in the end his candidate, Mr 
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Abdul Aziz Ndaw (who, if truth be told, was a surprise to 
everyone, so routine is his record and so ordinary his 
personality) who was elected president of the chamber. 
Numerous sources, all of them in agreement, had said 
that President Diouf had a candidate of his own— 
Abdoulaye Chimere Diaw (see SUD HEBDO, No 30). 
When this report was verified, it legitimately provoked 
real questions about the true holder of and the extent of 
power, which in truth is limitless. 


There has also been an effort to explain this crisis in terms 
of the need to get rid of an out-and-out overlord who is 
blocking any renewal in the party and any more open 
approach toward the sectors offering proposals of consen- 
sus. This explanation is both useless and simplistic. 
Although it is a notorious fact that Mr Daouda Sow is a 
“hermetic” overlord, he is not the only one, so numerous 
are the individuals trained in Senghor’s harem, and of a 
certain age, who belong to this “nobility.” 


In addition, being an “overlord” is a state of mind, and 
nothing more. There are young cadres barely into their 40’s 
emerging in the apparatus of the Socialist Party who reveal 
a much more definitely “feudal” profile than does Mr Sow, 
even though, following the trend of the times, they are 
today proclaiming their support of pluralism while in their 
hearts and souls they remain advocates of monolithic rule 
and discourse in the form of a monologue. 


It is truly profound structural reform which is needed by 
the Socialist Party which has suffered the wear and tear 
of unshared power. This party can no longer be sparing 
of these reforms which have become inevitable, unless it 
wants to commit suicide. The next extraordinary con- 
gress, which is already being described as a decisive 
gathering for basic change, will show us how willing the 
Socialist Party is to question itself. In full freedom and 


responsibility. 


* Opposition Faults Election of Assembly Head 
34190056b Dakar SUD HEBDO in French 
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[Text] In a statement to the press made in his office 
immediately after the balloting in which Mr Abdul Aziz 
Ndaw was elected, Mr Ousmane Ngom, president of the 
parliamentary group of the Senegalese Democratic Party 
(PDS), voiced some criticisms. 
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He began by reading the statement he wanted to present in 
the plenary session, following which he responded to some 
questions. At the outset, Mr Ngom denounced “the block- 
age of the president of the session.” According to him, in 
terms of form alone the election was invalid, because there 
was no roll call of the deputies and the ballot box was not 
emptied prior to the start of the voting. 


In the view of the president of the PDS parliamentary 
group, this session was a “funeral wake. The Socialist 
Party immolated one of its sons on the altar of the 
institutions.” In his view, Mr Daouda Sow is nothing but 
a “scapegoat.” 


In addition, Mr Ngom added, “The man who should 
have gone first is the man who was subject to even more 
attacks than Daouda Sow—Abdou Diouf.” The PDS 
official denounced the “intolerable confusion between 
the Socialist Party and the state. The internal quarrels in 
this party are being transferred to the institutions, which 
are well and truly in crisis and are losing their stability.” 


In answer to journalists’ subsequent questions, Mr Ngom 
said that the changes made in the Assembly “were 
decided upon at the Presidency of the Republic several 
days ago.” 


When questioned about the open approach of the Social- 
ist Party, which will be one of the main principles at its 
next congress, Mr Ngom expressed the view that “This is 
an excuse and a pretext and it does not disturb us.” In his 
view, Daouda Sow is not the only feudal baron. “Jean 
Collin is one as well. What we have seen is nothing but a 
battle for status among the leaders,” the PDS official 
added. 


Sierra Leone 


Iranian Center Attacks ‘Satanic Verses’ 
NC1602073889 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian 
0330 GMT 16 Feb 89 


[Text] Members of the Friday Imams’ committee in 
Freetown visited the Iranian Cultural Center in Sierra 
Leone and issued a statement expressing their abhor- 
rence against the writer and publishers of the book “The 
Satanic Verses.” According to the Central News Unit, in 
its statement, this committee expressed support for the 
imam of the nation’s stance with regard to the new plot 
by world oppression against Islam and for solidarity with 
Iran’s people in combating such plots. 


